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A foort Account of the ancient Hiftory, prefent Government, and 
Laws of. the Republic of Geneva. By George Keate, Efq; 
i2mo. 3s. Dodfley. 


O an enlarged and ftudious mind, there cannot be a 

more noble, nor, at the fame time, a more delectable 
fubje& of attention, than the fcience of Government. The 
general principles of this fcience, indeed, feem obvious to 
a moderate capacity, but to enter into adetail of it, requires 
mote than an ordinary fhare of natural acutenefs, joined to a 
habit of obfervation. 


All men admit in words, however they deny it in fact, 
that the end of Government is to promote and fecure the 
good of the whole: and when we view the plain and direct 
road, chalked out by natural reafon, which leads to this point, 
we are amazed that all men are not as independent and happy 
as good Government can make them: but when we confider 
how far the felfifh paffions of ambitious individuals, ‘ftand in 
oppofition to public intereft, we are no longer furprized at 
the unequal and unjuft dominion eftablifhed by the force or 
craft‘of unfecling Ufutipett: and upheld by the ignorance and 
pufillanimity of abject fubjects, nurfed in prejudice, and awed 
by power, to which, if they had fpirit equal to their ftrength, 
they are them{elves fuperior. 
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That fome modes of Government, are bettercalculated for 


the general good of the people than others, is a truth not te 
de contefted. Our admirable Bard, indeed, has faid, 


For forms of government let fools conteft, 
Whate'er is beft adminifter'd, is beft. 


Fine Poets, however, are feldom the beft Philofophers or 
Politicians: and though this fentiment is f{pecious and ftrik- 
ing, yet when we analyze it, it will be found partial and fal- 
lacious. It is thus far true, indeed, that wherever Govern- 
ment is well adminiftered, it is a proof of public virtue in 
the Rulers; and where the Rulers are virtuous, the form of 
Government is immaterial: nay, if we may hazard a para- 
dox, we will not fcruple to fay, that the worft form is, in that 
cafe, the beft—we mean, Defpotifm. Neverthelefs, a well 
framed Government does not truft to the natural conftitution 
or difpofition of the Rulers, but puts the fovereign power un- 
der an obligation of ruling according to fome eftablifhed fyftem, 
formed for the general benefit of the community: and both 
reafon and experience teach us, that fome fyftems are, for this 
purpofe, greatly preferable to others. 


It is not our bufinefs, neither will our limits allow us, to 
examine what mode of Government is moft conducive to the 
end propofed, or at leaft pretended. Monarchical, Repub- 
lican, and mixt Governments, have all their feveral defects: 
and though in fpeculation it may feem very eafy to rectify 
them, and form a more compleat model than any extant, he 
when we come to reduce our theory to practice, we fhall find 
that the paffions of mankind will be bufy to fruftrate our in- 
tentions for the general good, and will probably render the 
beft conceived plan abortive. : 


It is certain neverthelefs, that the beft form of govern- 
ment is that, where the fubjects are reduced nearelt to a 
prudent equality: in fuch a ftate, public virtue, freedom, 
and peace, are moft likely to flourifh ; for the moré equal 
the proportion among the feveral members, the lefs room 
there will be for pride, envy, ambition, and avarice, to exert 
their baneful influence: and it is thefe felfith paffions which 
_difturb the peace of fociety, and make reftlefs minds foar from 
convenience to elegance, from elegance to luxury; in fhort 
which excite men to afpire after thofe diftinGtions,. which, un- 
der an unequal conftitution are fo greatly multiplied, and 
which. are the fertile fources of more than half the vices 
which infeft fociety: for nothing can be more evident than 
that, as the objects of competition are more or lefs aa re 
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the influence of the felfith paffions will be more or lefs 
predominant, and the temptations to guilt Wwill be in pro- 
portion. 

We would not be thought however to argue in favour of 
an abfolute levelling principle, which we are perfuaded is as 
inexpedient, as it is impracticable: neither would we re- 
commend all the inftitutions of Geneva, as fit to be adopted 
in fuch a kingdom as Great Britain. But we may venture to 
fay that there are many regulations in this, and fome other 
sepublican governments, which might be copied to advantage 
jn ouf Own. 


The public therefore are indebted to the ingenious Author 
of this fmall volume, for the fhort account he has given of 
this excellent republic. It were to be wifhed, neverthelefs, that 
he had been more particular in his defcriptions, and lefs,fpa- 
sing of his reflections ; which whenever they occur, appear to 
be pertinent and judicious. 


He obferves that * Geneva has been mentioned by feve- 
‘ ral voyage writers, but that none have entered into a de- 
* tail ofits government and laws.’ We remember however to 
have read an old treatife exprefsly on this fubjeét, which pro- 
bably has efcaped: our Author, and which takes notice of fome 
fingular inftitutions which.we may have occafion to mention 
as we proceed. 7 


: After avery animated and elegant reprefentation of the 
happy and refpectable ftate of a people, who live under a re- 
public founded in wifdom and virtue, he proceeds to a de- 
{cription of the country. 


© While the wifdom of man hath rendered this city a mild 
and amiable dwelling, the hand of Nature hath alfo co-ope- 
rated, and marked the fcene fhe hath fpread around it, as 
one of her happieft labours. It is fituated on a moft beau- 
tiful fpot at the head of the Leman-Lake, acknowleged the 
largeft and fineft in Europe. This noble piece of water is 
about fixty Englifh miles in length, and in its broadeft part 
ahout twelve, though much narrower towards the two extre- 
ities of it. It is of a remarkable blue tranfparent colour; 
is well ftocked with fifh, and particularly famous for its 
trout, which are often found here of a prodigious fize. The 
© Rhone roJls into it at the oppofite end from the country called 
© Le Vallais, and having blended its waters with thofe of 
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_.,© the lake, feparates itfelf into ‘two rapid ftreams, which run 


through part of Geneva; forming a little ifland in the 
Tz : ‘town, 
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©.town,~< and immediately fe-uniting, continue ‘their courfe 
‘ into France... 1t is bordered on the fide of Switzerland by 
¢ the Pais du Vaud, a tract of country formerly conquered 
© from the Dukes of Savoy by the Canton of Bern; and 
‘ which may'truly be efteemed one of the gayeft and. moft 
‘ delicious fpots that can be beheld; being covered with 
‘ towns, country-houfes, woods, vineyards, and gardens, 
‘'and the view terminated by that range of hills, known un- 
‘der the general name of Mount-Jura. The Savoy fide, 
‘ though lefs fertile, is more woody, and makes a pleafing 
© ¢ontraft ; for the high precipices, and vaft mountains, that 
¢ bound the fight all round, and rife behind one another in 
‘fo many wild and fantaftic forms ; forme totally bleak and 
‘¢barren, others verdant, others covered with perpetual fnows, 
‘and feen from many leagues diftance, fill the mind with an 
‘'agreeable aftonifhment, and produce fome of the moft 
‘noble and ftupendfous fcenes that can be imagined; 
¢ fcenes capable of furnifhing a thoufand new ideas to the 
‘ fancy of the poet, and the painter. | 
¢ The near neighbourhood of the city to thefe mountains, 
makes the winters very fevere, and the fummers extremely 
hot; and frequently occafions fuch fudden changes in the 
weather, as at firft furprize thofe who are ftrangers to the 
climate. The north-eaft wind, which they here call the 
Bize, is fo fharp and penetrating when it blows ftrongly, 
that if one walks much againft it, it almoft peels the fkin 
off the face; yet to this wind the inhabitants are greatly 
indebted; for the air, being pent up by the mountains that 
are on every fide, cannot fometimes obtain a free circula~ 
tion, which this bize always eficcts, driving away, at the 
fame time, all moift and noxious vapours: whence it hap- 
pens, that it is efteemed a wholfome climate ;, and what 
fhould feem to, prove the, healthfulnefs of it, is that people 
live here to a great age, and fupport.the evening of 
life with few infirmities. But with refpe& to this, there 


is undoubtedly much to be attributed to the temperate man- 
* ner in which they live.’ 
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The Writer in the next place enters into the antient hiftory of 
Geneva, a city of great antiquity, being frequently mention- 
ed, as he obferves, by Czfar in his commentaries, by the 
‘fame name it now bears. He gives an account of the troubles 
between the counts and the bifhops, and of the claims of the 
Dukes of Savoy on the republic, which took their rife to- 
wards the end of the thirteenth Century, when, being greatly 
annoyed by the Counts of Genevois, and Ame V. offering 
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his afiftance, a treaty was concluded between them, by. which 
the Count of Savoy promifed, on oath, for himfelf and fy¢gcef- 
fors, to defend the citizens and inhabitants of Geneyai;, and 
in purfuance of this treaty having made war, with the Counts 
of Genevois, at the conclufion of a peace, he fet up anun- 
reafonable demand for the expences he had. fuftained, and 
took pofleffion of the wvids.ne, and of the caftle which ftood 
in the ifland, formed in the town by the Rhone. This,was 
the foundation of the claims which occafioned thofe. violent 
contefts between the Dukes of Savoy and the republic, which 
were at length put an end to by a treaty at St. Lulien, and 
all difputes which have fince accidentally arifen, were finally 
adjufled by a treaty concluded in 1754, between the. prefent 
King of Sardinia, and the State of Geneva, in which the 
Jatter is acknowledged by that crown to be free and indepen- 
dent. 


Our Author next proceeds to give an account of the go- 
vernment and laws of Geneva, of which we fhall mention 
fuch as appear moft remarkable. ‘The ftate hath under its 
dominion about 30,000 people, of whom. 5000 are gene- 
rally difperfed in foreign countries, fo that there are feldom 
more than 25000 at home, who are ranged under different 
denominations of {ubjects, inhabitants, natives, burgefles, and 
citizens, 


The fovereign power is lodged in three councils. The 
general council, the council of two hundred, and the council of 
iwenty-five. “The general council is com, ofed of citizens’and 
burgefles of the age of 25, and are fummoned twice a year or 
oftener, if occafion requires, by the council of Twenty-five 
and Two Hundred; for the eleé&tion of magiftrates, &c.—This 
council have the power of making laws —of war and peace—of 
raifing fubfidies, &c. 


_ In this council they, never debate. Whatever .is.pre-_ 
‘ fented to them, hath been maturely , confidered, by; ¢he- 
‘the council of Twenty-five, and Two Hundred. The firft 
magiftrate of the republic then lays the queftion before. the 
people, to which the.members of the aflembly reply aye or 
0, approve or reject. 


‘ Their method of voting: when they chufe their magi- 
trates, is particular, and merits.attention., On the morn+ 
ing of election the members meet,in, the great church, 
where a fexmon is preached by, the oldeft minifter, -recinng 
the goodnefs of Providence in preferving their liberties; and 
exhorting them to a wife choice, which neither intereft, . 
a4 : nor 
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nor party might influence. A printed lift of the candidates 
is then given to every burgefs; if, for example, there are 
four magiltrates to be chofen, they have on the lift the 
names of eight, and aline drawn againft each name. Aftér 
this, every member pafles before, the council of Twenty-five, 
or Little Council, who are feated in the middle of the 
church, and before whom is a large Bible fpread open; 
which as he walks by, he lays his hand on, and retires 
alone into a little clofet, (feveral of which are purpofely 
fixed there) where he finds pen and ink, and makes a crofs 
upon the lines, which are again{t the names of fuch of the 
candidates, ds he is inclined to vote for. ‘This done he rolls 
up the paper, and puts it into a box. When the fame 
ceremony hath been performed by all the electors, the box 





is ‘Opened, the papers examined, and thofe who have the 


moft votes are declared duly elected. 


* When they are afiembled for any other affair, their man- 
ner'of giving their voices differs. There are four Secre- 
‘taries appointed, two from the council of Two Hundred, 
and two from the General Council, Thefe Secretaries are 
placed befure the magiftrates, each having on a defk, a 
paper divided into two columns for approbation, or difap- 
probation, and a curtain drawn clofe round his head, fo 
that he is incapable of feeing the perfon who votes}; but 
the curtain not coming fo low as to touch the paper, each 
member paffing by, whifpers his choice into the Sectetary’s 
ear, and at the fame time can perceive, if the. Secretary 
writes down according to his dire¢tion. . 





* Upon thefe days every burgefs, whatever be his ftation 
of life, wears a fword, and walks about as jealous of his 
rights, as a citizen of Old Rome. nine ot 


‘ In a fmall republic, the wifdom of thus giving their fuf- 
frages is indifputable. Bribery and corrupt management 
aré in a preat meafure prevented; and what is. of 
much import, all perfonal feuds,.and animofities ; as no 
one knows how another votes; nor can a candidate, who 
is approved or rejected, point out thofe who contributed ta 
either.’ | | 


If we were in earneft to abolith bribery and corruption in 


the election of reprefentatives, fome fuch regulations as thefe 
would be more effectual for this purpofe, than all the aéts of 


arliament which have been, or can be made againft fach 


reciprocal proftitution, 
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The council of Iwo Hundred is compofed of 250 citi- 
gens and burgefles who fill up this body as often as there are 
fifty vacancies. “The members mutt be thirty yeats’ of ‘age, 
and have their feats for life, unlefs in cafe of infolveney or’ 
degradation. ‘This council is the fupreme court. of juftice— 
Has the power of pardoning—Of eleéting the councilX-Of 
deliberating on what is to be propofed in the general affem- 
bly, &c.—And it meets on the firft Monday in every: month, 
or oftener as occafions require. 7 


The council of Twenty-five or the Little Council, mutt. be 
chofen out of fuch of the citizens, as are members of the 
council of Two Hundred, and continue for life unlefs in. the 
cafes: above mentioned. This council is entrufted with the 
executive power of all that regards the law of nations—with 
the judging of caufes civil and criminal—with the power of 
fummoning the council of Two Hundred as often: as it thinks 
proper—with the adminiftrations of the finances, &c. 


Our Author obferves that Geneva hath no code of crimi- 
nal punifhment, confequently determinations muft in fome 
meafure be arbitrary. Neverthelefs we remember in. the.old 
treatife we {peak of, to have met with fome fettled regula- 
lations, and ftated punifhments, with refpect to aimina of- 
fences. Among other things, that the criminal was to an- 
{wer his accufation in 23 hours if taken by the fyndicks; in 
all cafes even of difficulty, the prifoner was to. receive, fen- 
tence. in -12 days—attempting alteration in the ftate, was 
punifhed with death.—Defaming the civil. or. ecclefiaftical 
magiftrate, by imprifonment.—Gaming for money, 3 days 
imprifonment, and a fine of 60s; with other ftated oupith 
ments too tedious to mention. Fornication indeed and fome 
other lefler crimes were punifhed at difcretion. 


The principal magiftrates are the Four. Syndics, the Lieu- 
tenant de Police, the Priafarer General, Six Affeffeurs of the Lieu- 
tenant, called Auditeurs de Droit, and the Procureur General, 
whofe feveral offices our limits will not allow us to defcribe ; 
therefore we proceed to take notice of the moft remarkable 
laws, of which the firft, and not the leaft worthy of obferva- 
tion is that relating to confanguinity, 


‘In the council of Two Hundred there may be a father and 
‘ two fons, or three brothers, or fix perfons of the fame name 
‘ and family. 


‘In the Little Council a father and a fon, or two brothers 
£ cannet be members at the fame time.’ 


T 4 Laws 
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Laws of this kind, as our Author judicioufly obferves, are 
of admirable ufe in the diftribution of power, as they prevent 
any particular families becoming too confiderable in the 
ftate. 


The Laws with refpeé to religion are worthy of imita- 
tion. ‘The paftors have very inconfiderable falaries, thofe in 
the city not receiving more than 60]. per annum, and thofe in 
the country about half that fum, and yet they difcharge their 
duty -religioufly. ¢ ’Tis with much fatisfaction’, fays our 
Author, © that one obferves the regularity, with which the 
‘ duties of religion are attended. ‘There are very few who 
‘ abfent themfelves from church upon Sundays, and during 

the fermon-time two of the Auditeurs, accompanied b 
other officers, walk about the city, and demand of all 
whom they meet with, the caufe of their neglecting their 
devotions. Add to this, that they take care to fend their 
children betimes to fome minifter, to be inftructed in the 
fundamental principles of their religion; that they may not 
only practice it well, but be able, in the language of fcrip~ 
ture, to give an anfwer to every man that afketh them a reafon 
of the hope that is in them ‘They are alfo brought early to 
the Sacrament, and taught to neglect no opportunity of 
partaking of it; thefe republicans wifely judging that it is 
of little fervice to a ftate, to make laws for the fuppreffion 
of vice, unlefs it carefully watches over the education of its 
‘ youth; and that to form a good man, and a good fub- 
¢ jet, the foundation muft be laid early, on the unerting 
© bafis of piety and virtue.’ i 
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Here we muft obferve that the old treatife above men- 
tioned takes notice that all children were to be fent to cate- 
chifm on pain of the parent’s forfeiting 3s. 


In their laws refpeCting commerce, they havea particular in-, 


ftitution, which tends greatly to the fupport of their credit, ¢ If 
any member of the councils becomesa bankrupt, he thereby 


of enjoying afterwards any employment in the ftate ; nor can 
the children of a bankrupt, or of one who dies infolvent, be 
admitted to any public office or chofen into the councils, 
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them.’ This Montefquieu diftinguifhes by the title of Belle 
Lei, | 





forfeits all his rights, as member, and is rendered incapable”. , 


at 





till they have paid their proportion of their father’s debts 3:97 | 
if he left only one fon, till he hath paid all his debts5! 16 « ° 
he left three, untill he hath difcharged a third: part. ofio 
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Their fumptuary laws are very remarkable, and fuch as.our 


beaux and belles would by no means approve of.) »'\ 


Pe ee ee ee ee ee ae ee a 2 a 2 


- - - nv” 


-nrFrk & 


~~ f- ef OF 


¢ The introduction of luxury has been guarded againft by 
every commonwealth, as of all things,- the greateftobftacle 
to its welfare ; nor is there any ftate. which’ in géneral hath 
taken more effectual methods, to prevent it, than Geneva, 
it hath inftituted a’ Chamber. of Reform,’ merely for this 
purpofe, which aflembles every monday ;, the Fourth:Syn- 
dic is the Prefident, and one of the Auditeurs,: the Pro- 
cureurs-General, and others, are members of -its: Thofe 
who offend againft its injunctions, are cited, andofor the 
firft time are often only reprimanded and cautioned: but 
onthe commiffion of a fecond offence, are: compelled 

pay a fine. 3 


‘ The principal laws of this chamber"order, that no per- 
fons keep any equipage, or make ufe of one in town; but 
only at their country-houfes, and to convey them from 
thence, to their houfes in town; nor are they permitted 
to put more than three horfes to their carriage. 


¢ The men muft wear no laced linen, no gold or filver lace, 


except on their hats, nor any velvet or filk, but in’a waift- 
coat or breeches, 


‘ The Ladies are prohibited all jewels, and coloured ftones, 
all lace, and laced linens. ‘Their filks muft have no gold 
or filver in them, nor exceed a regulated price. The fize 
of their hoops is Jikewife limited. 


‘ Neither fex are allowed to make ufe of fedan chairs, un- 
lefs in cafe of illnefs, when they procure an order for that 


purpofe; nor are the fedan-chairs fuffered to have curtains 
within them. 


‘ Fine tapeftry, paintings, and looking-glafles beyond a 
certain value are. prohibited ; as are all forts of theatrical 
entertainments, leit they fhould have a bad corequence 


on the minds. of younger people, and encourage a life of Ja- 
zinefs and pleafure. 


“Upon occafion of a marriage-fupper, there muft not be 
more than fixteen people invited; nor any dancing after 
ten o'clock at night. None are allowed to have arms on 
their coaches, nor any painting but of two colours; ;with 
many other regulations too trifling and minute to mention.’ 


Here we find that our Author has enumerated the feveral 


Prohibitions to prevent luxury, but has taken no notice of 





any 
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any ,penalties incurred by the breach of them. Menesit! 
le 
fons wearing embroidered cloaths, or filk’ linin 
curred a confiderable penalty. 


s in the old treatife, above referred to, wé'find that pers 
gs, &c. in: 


Their regulations with regard to the academy are excel]. 


lent. 
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‘ This academy is fupported at the expence of the repah 
lic; and as every parent hath a liberty of fending his 
children thither, one may difcern a tincture of literature, 


amoneft all ranks of men at Geneva, that is not to be 


met with in other countries. Each perfon continues his 
child at the academy for a longer, or fhorter time, accotd- 
ing to the ftation of life he defigns him for, and makes 
him apply to thofe particular ftudies, which more imme: 
diately concern it. 


* For the encouragement of the ftudents, there is a certain 
day annually appointed for promotions ; upon which they 
all go in proceffion, in their different clafles, to the great 
church, where are aflembled, the Little Council, the ve 
nerable Compagnie, and a great concourfe of {pectators; 
when, after an oration made by the Reétor, and by fome 
of the fcholars in Latin, the Firft Syndic diftributes to 
fuch ftudents, as the profeflors nominate, filver medals of 
different value. 


‘ There are eleven profeffors belonging to this'academy;viz. 
© Three Profeffors of theology, and’ eéclefiaftical yhiftory, 
One—of the oriental languages. Two — of. na 
tural and civil law. One — of German law.——T'wo 
Profeflors of philofophy. One —of the mathematics. 


And One — of the’ belles lettres. = 


‘ Thefe eleven Profeflors, together with the Reétor, ‘and 
three deputies from the Little Council, form a kind of aca- 
demical fenate, in which. all. aftaivs that relate to the aca- 
demy, are regulated, and reports thereof made to the vene- 
rable Compagnie, and to the Little Council, in order for 
their approbation. 


‘The ftudents, .as their different {hemes of life render It 

















-neceflary, attend in claffes fuch of the Profeffors,’ a8; they 


have occafion for ; who give them their lectures ghatis; but 
thofe who chufe to wait ona profeffor privately at his ow 
houfe, ‘pay him fo ‘much’ by the* montir; | a * gratuity no 
confiderable, but which each’ perfon’s’ . generofity y ually 
ausments, All othet mafters in town; who teachosithe! 
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é riding, dancing, fencing, mufic, or the modern lahetiages, 
‘ have their falaries fixed by the ftate, and cannot demand of 
‘ their fcholars more than that price.’ 


We fhall conclude our extracts with the laws relative to 
marriage, and the fucceffion to eftates, which are well worth 
the attention of the intelligent Reader. 


¢ A youth may not marry before the age of eighteen, nor 
¢ a girl till fourteen. 


‘ In every contract of marriage it is neceflary, that there 
‘ be at leaft two creditable witnefles ; both parties muft be of 
‘ the reformed religion, and to render the deed more public, 
‘ it muft be -figned by the firft Syndic, and afterwards read 
‘ feveral Sundays in the churches, that all who are inclined 
* to object to it may have an opportunity. 


‘ Divorces may be obtained, on proof of impotency on ei- 
s ther fide; and alfo in cafe of adultery on either fe, un- 
¢ lefs it appears, that the party who was guilty was drawn 
‘ into the crime by the contrivance of the other. 


‘ A widow muft not engage in a promife of matriage, till 
‘ fix months after her hufband’s deceafe. 


‘ A woman, who is not above forty, is not allowed to 
‘ marry a man more than ten years younger than herfelf ; 
‘ but if fhe hath paffed her fortieth year, her hufband mutt 


* be within five years of her own age. 


‘A man, after his fixtieth year, cannot efpoufe a woman 
‘ that is not half as old as himfelf, — 


‘ The bare mention of thefe laws cannot fail of recalling to 
* our minds the, practice of the republics of old; which re- 
* garded marriage no farther, than as it tended to the popu- 


* loufnefs of the ftate, and meafured the worth of a fubjed, 


‘by the number of children he produced to his countgy. 


Of the Succeffiin to Eftates. 


* I thall conclude my remarks on Geneva with fome of 


# the general laws that relate to propefty, as they fall in with 


+ this form of government, and principally tend to the pre- 


soferving an equality amongft its fubjects. 


* The fortune of a man who dies inteftate, is divided 


“ equally amongft all his.children, male and female ;. if he hath 


“none, it goes to his parents; or if they are dead, ‘to his 


"grandfather and grandmother; but if the deceafed hath 


§ brothers 
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« brothers and fifters of the whole blood, they are admittey 
¢ to an equal fhare, with his father and mother, or grand. 
© father and grandmother. 


¢ In default of anceftor, or defcendant, brothers ang 
¢ fifters of the whole blood inherit equally; and if there be 
¢ a brother or fifter dead, leaving children, fuch children are 
¢ intitled to their parent’s portion. 


¢ Though the age of majority is twenty-five, yet they m 
make wills at eighteen ; married women may alfo berieaih 
what they have by teftament, though no woman can be a 
witnefs to one. i 


© Every will muft be figned in the prefence of a public no. 
tary, and feven witnefles of credit, who muft be at leaf 
twenty years of age; unlefs it is made by anceftors or de. 
fcendants, for the benefit of thofe who are in a direét line, 
or’ for:pious ufes, in which cafes, the atteftation of a notary 


and three witnefles will render it valid. Lp 


ae af & 
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« But if a will is entirely written, and figned by the’ te 
© tator, and the writing be proved by five perfons of credit; 
* it is adjudged to be valid. ‘ 


¢ Every will muft be brought before the Licutenant and 
© the Auditeurs, where they are always firft opened.; 


‘ None can give away more than half their fortune from 
their children, or, if they have no iflue, from their parents; 
the law (unlefs for any {pecial crime they forfeit that, right) 
intitling them always to what, in the French language, is 
called the /egitime, which is their equal fhare of one balf,of 
their parents, or child’s effects : if, for.example, a man dies 
worth 10,000 pounds, leaving four children, whqm he hath 
not provided for, cach may claim their /egitime amounting 
to 1250 /. if he hath no lawful iflue, his father and mother 
may demand the fame degitime viz. 500Q 7, and for. want 
of-parents, his brothers and fifters of the whole blood,’ ot 
if he has none, his nephews and nieces have a rightto 
their Jegitime, which is the fhare of one fourth of the. tefta, 
tor’s fortune; fo that fuppofing in the above cafe four bro: 
thers; or four nephews, each would receive 625 1.——Bey 
yond this, there is no Jegitime, ; 


aeerenenrnnreanannwer © & & A 


© A baftard cannot inherit any thing cither from his father 
ot mother; but if his parents have no lawful iffue, they 
may bequeath him one half of their poflefions——if they 
have, they cannot give him more than one eighth.’ 


Thes 
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Thefe laws feem to be founded on reafon and equity, 
and are admirably well calculated to diffufe property..jn 
due proportion..among the feveral members of the, com- 


munity, fo as to prevent extreme indigence on the. one 
to afarm that the right of primogeniture, which takes place . 
in this and many other kingdoms, is againft the law, of na- 
ture. They who have examined into the origin of fuccefii- 
ons, know that this right is grafted on feodal principles, and 
when that barbarous fyftem made way for more refined poli- 
cy, it might and ought to have been abolifhed. There is_in- 
deed fome pretence for, continuing it under arbitrary, monar- 
chies, where one fovereign tyrant is to be maintained. by the 
unnatural influence of many petty tyrants; but in our mild 
government the Crown wants no fuch fupports: our confti- 
tution has entrufted the nobility with more honourable and 
eflential diftin&tions and privileges than they can ju/fl derive 
from an unequal fucceffion to property. Our laws of inhe- 
ritance therefore, more efpecially with refpect to ‘entails, 
which bind eftates almoftto perpetuity, are highly inequitable 
and impolitic: and when we confider the many fteps which 
have lately been taken to lock up property, together with the 
practice of enobling every one of over-grown fortune, it\is 
{uficient to alarm thofe who are jealous of liberty, and who 
have fagacity enough to perceive how much the moft diftant, 
and feemingly flight encroachments, tend to forward the moft 
fatal oppreffions. 


hand, and exceffive luxury.on the other. We may, venture 


There are in Mr. Keate’s performance, many other curious 
laws and regulations with refpect to the rights of widows 
and the method of felling eftates, &c. which our limits will 
not allow us to abridge, and for which we refer the Reader 
to the work itfelf, which will amply repay him for his time 
and attention. The Author indeed, is not fo full and copi- 
ous as might have been expected, and he is alfo fomewhat 
faulty in the diftribution of his matter, The defcription of 
the city, for inftance, which is introduced toward the con- 
clufion, ought rather to have preceded the account of the go- 
Yernment and laws ; but in fpite of thefe and other little in- 
accuracies, we recommend this work upon the whole, as a 
Curious, inftructive’ and entertaining performance,, written 
with great fpirit, ‘perfpicuity and elegance. 


The Author has prefixed, a new. map of the lake and ter- 


ntory of ‘Geneva, and the countries adjacent: neatly engra~ 
ved'by Kitchin. ‘Hedge al 
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Extracts from fuch of the penal Laws, as particularly relate ip j 
Peace ae pas Order of this Metropolis: To which are died 
ame general Cautions to Shop-keepers; and a fhort Treatife'on 
the Office of Conftable. By John Fielding Efq; one’of his 
Majetty’s Juftices of the Peace for the Counties of Midile: 
fex, Effex, and Surry, and for the City and Liberty’ of 
Weftminfter. | 8vo. 3s. 6d. in boards. Millar.” 


¥ T has been often remarked of England, that there are no 

where better laws, and that the laws are no where worfe 
executed ; and this remark is particularly true with refpe& to 
our penal laws: which are frequently attended with this 
inconvenient alternative, that they are fiffered to remain asa 
dead letter, for want of Profecution, or they are executed 
for the purpofes of oppreffion. 


Thefe inconveniencies arife from the relu€tance of fome, 
and the forwardnefs of others, to give information againf 
offenders. Men of reputation dread the name of informer, 
and therefore permit many contraventions of law, to pafs un- 
noticed ; while they who are lefs fcrupulous, allured by the 
fordid motive of fharing the penalty, are eager to detedt of- 
fenders, and perhaps, being actuated by fuch bafe motives, 
will often purfue their prey, at the expence of truth. 


Of thefe inconveniencies, Mr. Fielding feems to have 
been fenfible, as appears from the following appofite obferva- 
tion. ! | 


‘ The Legiflature, by giving one-half of the penalty to 
the informer, doubtlefs intended to facilitate the execution 
of the penal laws; but it certainly has a contrary effed; 
for choke who make information before magiftrates from 
the mere motive of the reward, are of the difreputable 
kind ; and the advantages annexed to informers, have:ren- 
dered the office itfelf odious, and deterred many reputable 
perfons from redrefling injuries and inconveniencies. they 
have laboured under for fear of the odious imputation of 
an informer. And it is believed, that if rewards in gene- 
ral, given to informers. by penal laws, were taken awaj, 
and the whole penalty given to the poor, &c. the Jaws 
themfelves would be eafier executed, and the evils they 
were intended to remedy, ecafier removed. For it is from 
experience I have obferved, that for one information 

from the motive of the reward, twenty have. been made fro 


a defire only of remoyine a public evil or nufance, gery" 
6 the 
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« the leaft regard to the reward, which fuch informers have 
oenerally applied themfelves to charitable ufes, having firft 


al d the expence of the profecution: but as gain is the 


common idea of the motive of all informations, many even 
of thefe perfons have been infulted for their good offices 
to the public, which would not be the cafe if rewards in 
eneral were taken away; and the removal of evils 
themfelves would always be found fufficient motives for 
complaint, and at the fame time it would give weight and, 


< dignity to the laws themfelves. 
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We are in doubt however whether even this provifion, 
would remove the odium of being an informer. Though in 
this cafe informations could not be imputed to a motive of 
gain, yet they might be conftrued to proceed from a prin- 
ciple of malice. In fhort the character of an informer has 
been fo long deemed infamous, that it will be a difficult 
thing to abftract mankind from their prejudice againft the 
name. Philofophically confidered, it is indeed, rather honour- 
able, for it is every man’s undoubted duty to give information 
of any infraCtion of the laws: but when informers aé& from 
lucre or malice, as in the time of Tiberius, when Tacitus fixed 
that hitherto indelible ftigma on them as hominum genus peffimum 
then the character is truly deteftable. In our opinion the moft 
effectual means to take off the odium, would be to make in- 
formations the bufinefs of numbers, who fhould undertake the 
ofice gratis, and act under the /ané?ion of government. But 
we muft be content to hint this as a general propofition, our 
limits not allowing us to enter into an explanation of it in 
detail. 


With refpect to the general merit of the extracts before us, 
they may be of ufe to point out to the ignorant the requifites 
‘of their duty, but they will be of little fervice to thofe who 


are defirous to obtain. an accurate knowlege of our penal 
laws. 


_. The referencés are’ fometimes imperfect: in the a@ for 
inftance, relating to the prefervation of the pavements-in the 
city and liberty of Weftminfter, no reference is made ‘to the 


24 of William and Mary, or to the 8th andigth William and 
_ Mary, though they are, in truth; the leading ftatutes. 


t The Writer’s obfervations likewife are frequently trivial 


and needlefs,..and:fometimes erroneous. His errors. however 


often proceed fram .pattiality..to, his office ; and it. is, from 
this.principle prabably,, that-he frequently intimates that ¢ if 


«offences were to be heard in a fummary way before one 


6 
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or more juftices of the peace, and the penalty to be raifed 
© by warrant of diftrefs, it would be of great utility; the 
€ great expence of fuits in the courts of juttice, at prefent 
© reducing all penal laws, however ufeful in themfelves, to 
© a mere dead letter.’ 


We however, who have not the honour to be. in the 
commiffion of the peace, do not think fo favourably of 
juftices, as to wifh them entrufted with any fuch fummary 
_ power. If indeed they were under proper regulations, and 
free from the temptation of making a trade of the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, we fhould not think fuch a dele. 
gation dangerous; but at prefent it would by no means 
be prudently lodged. Let it not be thought however, that we 
mean to caft reflections on the body of thofe worfhipful magi- 
ftratés who are of fuch ufe inthis metropolis. Many of them, 
we are perfuaded, are well qualified for the bufinefs they 
tranfaét, which requires a man whofe confcience is equal to 


his fkill. 


The Author of thefe extracts very earneftly and very pto- 
perly exhorts perfons to give information of all bawdy houfes 
and gaming houfes. With refpect to the firft, he takes notice 
that oaths and informations are neceflary to be laid before the 
juftice, before he can take any ftep whatever. With res 
gard to the latter, he makes the following obfervation. 


¢ From the infinite pains the legiflature has from time to 
© time taken to provide good and wholefome laws for the 
‘ fuppreffion of gaming, it is evident that this vice has always 
been looked upon as the greateft of evils, and to be attend- 
ed with the moft mifchievous confequences ; it therefore 
calls on magiftrates in a particular manner to be careful in 
putting thefe good laws into execution, fo neceflary to pre» 
ferve the morals of the people, efpecially as the evilitfelf is 
© even: now in a flourifhing condition.’ eff 


a 
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Whofe fault is it then that this evil is permitted to flow- 
rifh? Why is it not fuppreffed? What hinders the ma- 
giftrates from putting a ftop to it, which we apprehend they 
may do by their own authority, without any information’. 


In the 33. Hen. VUI. which the Writer,allows te,benow 
in-full force, is the following claufe——*. It fhall . and,,may 
‘ be lawful for the juftices. in every fhire, mayors, Aherifts 
‘ bayliffs and other officers; within every city, towD., 

‘ borough, as well within liberties as without, to come, 
‘ enter into and refort unto all places where fuch game 
YANG - 5 (emg 


* 


























FIELDING’s Extracts from the penal Laws. 221 


‘ meaning the games enumerated in the firft claufe, are fuf- 
‘ peéted to be carried on, and to imprifon the keepers and 
« the perfons frequenting the fame, until they fhall be bourtd 
‘ by recognizance, the keeper no longer to ufe or keep the 
« fame, and the haunters no more to play, haunt or exercife 
‘ any of the faid games.’ , 


It appears from this claufe, that the juftices have power 
to enter into fufpected places, and to punifh offenders, and 
that they may act from their own infpection, without any 
previous information. If gaming houfes therefore are an 
where tolerated, in order to know who is accountable for the 
abufe, we muft enquire what juftices live in the neighbour- 


hood. 


At the end of thefe extracts, the Writer gives fome ufeful 
cautions to fhop-keepers and traders, how to avoid cheats and 
impofitions, He alfo propofes a plan for the farther pre- 
vention of frauds and felonies committed on tradefmen and 
fhop-keepers: and fpecifies the rules propofed by himfelf 
and unanimoufly aflented to by a felect body of pawn-brokers, 
in the year 1758, for their future obfervance, as a farther pre- 
vention of frauds and felonies. 


Many of thefe rules are certainly very proper, and will no 
doubt. prove ufeful: But though they may contribute to fup- 
prefs one f{pecies of offence, yet another mode of delinquency 
will fucceed in its ftead: and in order to prevent frauds and 
felonies, we muft go farther back, we muft return to their 
fource, we muft endeavour to correét the morals of the peo- 
ple, by gradually introducing wholefome amendments, en- 
forced by the example of the great, the only effectual means 
of confirming the lower clafs in good habits. 


The volume: before us, concludes with a treatife on the 
the office of conftable, in which we find nothing new, but 
the introduction. The duty of this officer is fet forth in many 
books, particularly in one publifhed fometime ago by Mr. 
Welch, where it is very copionfly defcribed :” the prefent 
Treatife therefore might, in our opinion, have been very wéll 
pared, ~ : , 


Upon the whole however, thefe extracts are. well worth 
perufal : -and if read-with attention will oprevent many offen- 


_ Ces againft liw, which are often comifwitted by fomey and fuf- 


fered by others, through ignorance, 


. Red 
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Gienawria: or a View of what has paffed, what is now 
paffing, and, during the prefent century, what will pafs, in the 
Oe Tranflated from the original French, with explana- 
tory Notes. 12m0. 38. Horsfeld. 


: IPHANTIA is the name given to an imaginary ifland faid 
(S to be fituated ‘ in the midft of a tempeftuous ocean of 
¢ moving fands,’ in Africa, ‘ furrounded with inacceflable 
© defarts, which no mortal can pafs without a fupernatural 
¢ aid’ Hither our Author is tranfported in a hurricane, 
being protected by the prefect of the elementary {fpirits, who 
are the inhabitants of the country. 





This ifland is reprefented to our Author by the_prefeé as 
the only place in the world, * where Nature preferves her 
original vigour. She is inceffantly labouring to increafe the 
numerous tribes of vegetables and animals, and to produce 
new kinds. She organizes all with admirable fkill; but 
fhe does not always fucceed, in rendering them perpetual, 
The mechanifm of propagation is the mafter-piece of her 
wifdom: fometimes fhe fails and her produétions return for 
ever into nothing. Wecherifh with our utmoft care, fuch 
as are fufficiently orga inized to produce their kind; and 
then plant them out in the earth. 


aA RAHA ARA 


¢ A Naturalift wonders fometimes to find plants that had 
© never been noticed before: it is becaufe we had jut 
* then fupplied the earth with them, of which he had not “3 
© Jeaft fufpicion. 


© Sometimes alfo thefe exotics not meeting with a proper 
climate, decay by degrees and the fpecies is loft. Sach 
are thofe seihaiiens which are mentioned by the ancients, 
and which the moderns complain are no where to ‘be 
found. 


« Such a plant ftill fubfifts but has long drooped, and loft 
* its qualities, and deceives the Phyfician who is‘daily difap- 
* pointed. The art is blamed; it is not known that the 
© fault is in Nature. 


* I have now, adds the prefect, a colleCtion of new fimples 
© of the greateft virtue; and 1 fhould have imparted them 
‘ to mankind before now, had there not been ftrong rcafons 
© to induce me to delay it. , 


‘ For inftance, I have a fovereien: plant to fix-the human 


~ € mind, and’ which would give fteadinefs even to.a Babylo- 
¢ nian 
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¢ nian [a Frenchman]: but for thefe fifty years I have been 
‘ diligently obferving Babylon [France], and have not found 
‘ one fingle moment, wherein the inclinations, cuftoms, and 
¢ manners have been worth fixing. 


‘ Ihave another plant, moft excelient for checking the 
‘ too lively fallies of invention: but thou knoweft how rare 
¢ thofe fallies are now-a-days; never was invention at a 
‘ lower ebb. One would think that every thing has been 
‘ faid, arid that nothing more remained but to adapt things 
‘ to the tafte and mode of the age. 


¢ I have a root which would never fail to allay that four- 
¢ nefs of the learned who cenfure one another: but I ob- 
‘ ferve that without their abufing and railing at each other, 
© no man would concern himfelf about their dilputes. It is 
‘ afort of pleafure to fee them bring themfelves as well as learn- 
‘ ing into contempt. I leave the malignity of the Readers 


4 de* vert themfelves with the malignity of the Authors.’ 


After having been informed of the productions and cecono- 


my, our Author is introduced to the other curiofities of the ~ 


iland, which ferve for the machinery of his fatire. Thus a 
globe, aroad, and a mirror enables him to hear and fee what 
is paffling in the world; a gallery of pictures acquaints him 
with what has pafled; and a tree with what is to come. 
Neverthelefs it is not improbable, that our Author’s fatire 
may appear fometimes ill-directed ; particularly where he in- 
finuates that the arts have only added to the wants, and com-: 
merce to the vices of mankind; nor is it impoffible but that 
his allegories may, and not unjuftly, be thought fometimes 
too far-fetched and obfcure.—Perhaps it may be fome difad- 
vantage to M. Pophaigne, fo we are told our Author is na- 
med, that he has been fo lately preceded in this delicate fpe- 
cies of literary compofition by the Marquis d’Argens, and M. 
de Voltaire. 


- But that our Readers may have a better idea of this work 
we fhall infert the twelfth chapter entitled the Trial, which 
appears to us as little exceptionable and as entertaining as any 
part of it: though the inference intended to be deduced 
from it is liable to many objetions.—At the fame time an 
pportunity is furnifhed to judge of the merits of the tranfla- 
tion; to which is prefixed, what is called an Lpifle Dedi- 
catory, addrefled to the Hon. Mifs Rofs, but which rather be- 
trays the vanity and felf-fufficiency of the Tranflator, than 
due refpect, or proper delicacy for his fair Patronefs, 
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« After this general furvey of the whole earth, I had a 
mind to view Babylon in particular. Having turned m 

glafs to the north, and inclining it gently to the 20th me- 
ridian, I tried to find out that great city. Among the places 
that paffed in fucceflion under my eyes, there was one that 
fixed my attention. I faw acountry-houfe, neither {mall nor 
great, neither too much adorned nor too naked. All about 
it was more embellifhed by nature than by art. It -over- 
looked. gardens, groves, and fome ponds which bounded a 
hill on the eaft. A country feaft was at this time. cele- 
brating, to which all the neighbouring inhabitants were 
come. Some, ftretched on the green turf, were drinkin 

jarge draughts, and entertaining one another with their 


.former amours; and feveral were performing dances, which 


the old men did not think fo fine as thofe of time paft. 


¢ Seeft thou, (fays the prefect to me) in the balcony, that 
young lady who with a fmiling air is viewing the fight? She 
was married fome days ago, and it is on her account that 
this feaft is made. Her name is Sophia: fhe has beauty as 
you fee, fortune, wit, and what is worth more than al] the 
reft, a ftock of good fenfe. She had five lovers at one 
time: none made a deep impreffion in her heart,. none 
were difpleafing to her; fhe could not tell to which to 
give the preference. | 


¢ One day fhe faid to them, I am young; and it is not 
my intention to enter yet into the bands of matrimony, 
which is always done too foon. If my hand is fo valuable 
as by your eager addrefles you feem to think, exert your 
endeavours to deferve it. But, I declare to you that I fhall 
not make any choice thefe feveral years. 


¢ Of Sophia’s five lovers, the firft was much inclined to 
extravagance. Women (fays he) are taken with.the out- 
fide: let us fpend freely and fpare nothing. 


‘ The fecond had a fund of ceconomy which bordered 
upon avarice, Sophia (fays he) who has a folid judgment, 
muft think him beft that fhows himfelf capable of amiafling 
riches: let us turn to commerce. | | 


* The third was proud ard haughty. Surely (fays he) So- 
phia, who‘has noble thoughts, will be touched with the 
luftre of glory: let us take to arms. ~ , ! 


¢ The fourth was a ftudious man. - Sophia (fays he) who 


¢ has fo much fenfe, will incline to where the moft is to 
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be found. Let us continue to cultivate our mind; and 
ftrive to diftinguifh ourfelves among the-learned. .- 


‘ The fifth was an indolent man, who gave himfelf little 
concern about worldly affairs: he was at a lofs what courfe 
to take. 


‘ Each purfued his. pian, and purfued it with that ardor 
which Jove alone is capable of in{piring. 


‘ The prodigal expended part of his eftate in cloaths, in 
equipages, in domefticks ; he built a fine houfe, furnifhed 
it nobly, kept open table, gave balls and entertainments of 
all kinds: nothing was talked of but his generofity and 
magnificence. 


¢ The merchant fet all the fprings of commerce in mo- 
tion, traded to all parts of the world and became one of 
the richeft men of his country. The military man fought 
occafions ; and foon fignalized himfelf. The ftudious 
man redoubled his efforts, made difcoveries, and became 
famous. 


¢ Mean while, the indolent lover made his reflections ; 
and, believing if he remained inactive he fhould be’ ex- 
cluded, he ftrove to conquer his indolence. The eftate, 
he had from his anceftors, feemed to him very fufficient, 
and he did not care to meddle with commerce; the hurry 
of war was quite oppofite to his temper, and he had no 
mind to take to arms; he had never read but for his amufe- 
ment, the fciences did not feem to him worth the pains to 
come at them; he had no ambition to become learned, 
What then is to be done? Let us wait, (fays he) time 
will fhow. So he remained at his country-houfe, pruning 
his trees, reading Horace, and now and then going to fee 
the only obje& that difturbed his tranquility. Ever ‘re- 
folving to take fome courfe, the time flipt away, and he took 
none. 


_© The fatal hour approaches (faid he fometimes to Sophia 


you are going to make your choice, and moft affuredly it 
will not be in my favour. Yet a few days, and I am un- 
done. This peaceful retreat, thofe delightful fields “you 
will not grace, you will not enliven, with your prefence. 
Thefe ferene days that I reckoned to pafs with you in the 
pureft of pleafures were only flattering dreams with which 
love charmed my fenfes. O Sophia! all that ftirs the 
paffidns and troubles the repofe of men has no power over 
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¢ me; my defires are all centered in you; and I am going 
© to lofe you for ever! | 
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¢ You are too reafonable, (replied Sophia), to take it il] 
that I fhould chufe where I think I fhall be happy. 


“ At laft, the time was expired, and not without many 
reflections, Sophia refolved to make her choice. 


¢ She faid to the prodigal: if I have been the aim of your 
expences, I am forry for it: but what you haye done for 
my fake, you would have done, had I been out of the 
queftion. You have lavifhed away one part of your eftate 
to obtain a wife; you would {pend the other to avoid 
the trouble of management. I advife you never to think 
of it. 


© She told the merchant, foldier and fcholar, I am fen- 
fible, you have fhown a great regard for me: but I think 
too you have fhown no lefs, you for riches, you for glo, 
ry, and you for learning. In trying to fix my inclination, 
each has followed his own; each would do as much for 
himfelf as forme. Should I chufe one of you, his views 
would ftill reft upon other objeéts; one would be bufied 
with increafing his fortune, the other with his promotion 
in the army, and the third with his progrefs in the {ci- 
ences. I cannot therefore fatisfy any one of you: and my 
defire is to ingrofs the heart of the man who ingrofles 
mine. 


© The fame day fhe faw the folitary Gentleman. You 


‘have long waited for it (faid fhe to him) and I am at laft 


going to declare my mind. You know what your rivals 
have done to obtain my confent: fee what they were and 
what they are. For your part, fuch as you was, fuch you 
remain. I think, I fee the reafon. Indifferent to all 
other things, you have but one paflion, and I am its) 
object. I alone can render you happy. Well then! 
my happinefs fhall be in creating yours. I will fhare the 
delights of your folitude, and will endeayour to increafe 
them, : P , 

On the whole, this is an entertaing fatire, not only on the 


French Nation, but pn mankind in general. The Author has. 
2.great deal of fancy ; and the tranilation is not defpicable, 


L Ebifa u 
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nifa: or a Series of original Letters, colleéted and publifhed 
. Hy F. Rouffeau. Tranflated from ‘the French. lp four Ve 
_Jumes. Vols, 1. and Il. 1amo. 5s. Sewed. Becket, &c. 


N our Review for December laft, we juft mentioned the 

publication of the original of this work, deferring our 
particular account, of it till the appearance of this tranflation, 
which was then promifed ; but, as the two firft volumes only 
are yet publifhed, we fhall once more poftpone our criticifm 
both on the original and on the tranflation, till we have 
feen the intire work in our own language ; which, we are 
told, by an advertifement at the end of the fecond of thefe 
volumes, we may foon expect. 


We confefs our difference in opinion from thofe who con- 
fider all romances merely as books of amufement. It is cer- 
tainly in the power of a moral, fenfible, Writer, to convey 
infruction in any form or guife he fhall think fit to affume ; 
and, confidering the prevailing tafte of the prefent age, we 
know not whether, as a novelift, his leflons are not moft 


likely to command attention. 2 


‘ With regard to this Chief d’ euvre of Mr. Rouffeau (fays 
the Tranflator in his preface), * it was received with uncom- 
mon avidity in France, Italy, Germany, Holland, and in 
fhort, through every part of the continent where the French 
language is underftood. In England, befides a very confide- 
rable number firft imported, it has been already twice reprint- 
ed; but how much foever the world might be delighted 
with the original, I found it to be the general opinion of 
my countrymen, that it was one of thofe books which could 
not poflibly be tranflated with any tolerable degree of juftice to 
the Author: and this general opinion, | own, was my chief 
motive for undertaking the work.—We mutt own, alfo, 
that, on perufing the original, we were a little inclined to 
the fame general opinion, and it is but juft that we fhould 
confefs, we have been agreeably difappointed, in the two 
volumes before us. : 


Cn ee ee ee ee ee a a . 2 


We have obferved that many people make it a rule, to 
damn all tranflations indifcriminately, to which we believe 
they are induced from two confiderations: firft, becaufe it 
is at leaft fifty to one that they are right, as fcarce one book 
in fifty is tolerably tranflated ; and fecondly, becaufe it gives 
the Cenfurer an air of perfe@tly underftanding the beauties of 
the otiginal. The exclamatory words fluff! horrid! vile! 
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are eafily pronounced; and are frequently of wonderful ufe 
in raifing an- ignorant man to the fublime character of a 
Connoisseur. Be that as it may, the judicious Reader 
will find that the tranflation of Eloifa deferves none of the 
foregoing epithets. ‘Ivhe following letter will ferve as af 
cimen, and alfo contribute toward enriching our colledion 
for the prefent month. It was written by the lover of Eloifa, 
during his feparation from her, and contains an account of 
his excurfion among the Valais *. 


Jo ELOISA. 


‘ [have employed fcarce eight days in furveying a country 
that would require fome years. But, befides that I was 
driven off by the fnow, I chofe to be before the poft, who 
brings me, I hope, a letter from Eloifa. In the mean time 
I begin this, and fhall afterwards, if it be neceflary, write 
another in anfwer to that which I fhall receive. 


Aa nrnnnri'n 


‘ I do not intend to give you an account of my journey 
in this letter; you fhall fee my remarks when we meet; 
they would take up too much of our precious correfpon- 
dence. For the prefent, it will be fufficient to acquaint 
you with the fituation of my heart: it is but juft to ren- 
der you an account of that which is entirely yours. 


nr aR A A 


‘ I fet out deje&ted with my own fufferings, but confoled 
with your joy; which held me fufpended in a ftate of 
languor that is not difagreeable to true fenfibility. Under 
the conduct of a very honeft guide, 1 crawled up the tower- 
ing hills through many a rugged unfrequented path. Of- 

ten would I mufe, and then, at once, fome uttexpected ob- 
ject caught my attention. One moment I beheld ftupen- 
duous rocks hanging ruinous over my head; the next, I 
was inyelloped in a drizling cloud, which arofe from a 
vaft cafcade that dafhing thundered againft the rocks below 


ae eo. 2 


- 


* Valais, acountry bordering upon, and io alliance-with Switzer- 
Jand,. It is a long and narrow vailey runniug from eaft to welt, ‘be- 
tween the territories of Bern on-the north and the duchy of Milan on 
the fouth. It is terminated on the eait by the fork mountains, by 
which it is feparated from the canton of Uri; on the. weft it is\di- 
vided from the canton of Bern by the Rhone, Its length is about » 
thirty-four leagues, but as to its breadth it is very uneqyal., ‘The . 
concurrent teftimonies of geagraphers and travellers, ‘fhéew ‘that , 
M Ronffeay has not given an exaggerated account ‘of this- ra- 
-Mantic country. eS 


‘ my 
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‘ my feet; on, one fide, a perpetual torrent opened té-my 
‘ yiew a yawning abyfs, which my eyes could hardly fathong 
‘ with fafety; fometimes I was loft in the obfcurity of a) 
‘ hanging wood, and then was agreeably aftonifhed-with the 
‘ fudden opening of a flowery plain: A’ furprizing mixture 
‘ of wild, and cultivated, nature, points out the hand of man, 
¢ where one would imagine man had never penetrated. | Here 
¢ you behold a horrid cavern, and there a human habita- 
‘tion; vineyards where one would expect nothing but 
‘ brambles ; delicious fruit among barren rocks, and corn 
‘ fields in the midft of cliffs and precipices. 


« But it is not Jabour only that rendets this ftrange coun- 
‘ try fo wonderfully contrafted ; for here nature feems to 
¢ have a fingular pleafure in acting contradictory to herfelf, 
‘ {o different does fhe appear in the fame place, in different 
‘ afpects! ‘Towards the eaft, the flowers of {pring ; to the 
‘fouth, the fruits of autumn; and northwards the ice.of 
‘winter. She unites all the feafons in the fame inftant, 
‘ every climate in the fame place, different foils on the fame 
‘land, and with a harmony elfewhere unknown, joins the 
‘ produces of the plains to thofe of the higheft Alps. Add ta 
‘ thefe, the illufions of vifion, the tops of the mountains va- 
‘rioufly illumined, the harmonious mixture of light and 
‘ fhade, and their different effe€ts in the morning and even- 
‘ ing as I travelled; you may then form fome idea of the 
‘ fcenes which engaged my attention, and which feemed to 
‘ change, as J pafled, as on an enchanted theatre; for the 
‘ profpect of mountains being almoft perpendicular to the 
‘horizon, ftrikes the eye at the fame inftant, and more 
* powerfully, than that of a plane, where the objects are feen 
© obliquely and half concealed behind each other. 


‘ To this pleafing variety of fcenes I attributed the ‘ferenity 
* of my mind during my firft day’s journey. I wondered to 
‘ find that inanimate beings fhould over-rule our moft violent 
* paflions, and defpifed the impotence of philofophy for ha- 
‘ving lefs power over the foul than. a fucceflion of lifelets 
‘ objects. But finding that my tranquility continued during 
‘the night, and even increafed with the following day, } 
‘ began to believe it owed from fome other fource, which I 
‘had not yet difcovered. That day I reached the lower 
* mountains, and pafling over their rugged tops, at laft 
* afcended the higheft fummit.I could poffibly attain, Ha- 
* ving walked a while in the clouds, I came to a place of 
* greater ferenity, whence one may peacefully obferve the 
‘ thunder and the ftorm gathering below: ah! too fatter- 
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< ing picture of human wifdom, of which the original never 
* exifted, except in thofe fublime regions whence the emblem 
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is taken. 


‘ Here it was that I plainly difcovered, in the Purity of 
oul, 


the air, the true caufe of that returning tranquility of 
to which I had been fo long a ftranger. This impreffion 
is general, though not univerfally obferved. Upon the tops 
of mountains, the air being fubtle and pure, we refpire with 
greater freedom, our bodies are more active, our minds 
more ferene, our pleafures lefs ardent, and our paffions 
much more moderate. Our meditations acquire a degree 
of fublimity from the grandeur of the objects around us, 
It feems as if, being lifted above all human fociety, we had 
left every low, terreftrial, fentiment behind: and that as 
we approach the ztherial regions, the foul imbibes fome- 
thing of their eternal purity. One ik grave without being 
melancholy, peaceful, but not indolent, penfive yet con- 
tented: our defires lofe their painful violence, and leave 
only a gentle emotion in our hearts. Thus the, paffions 
which in the lower world are man’s greateft torment, in 
happier climates contribute to his felicity. J doubt much 
whether any violent agitation, or vapours of the mind, 
could hold out againft fuch a fituation; and I am fur- 
prifed that a bath of the reviving and wholfome air of the 
mountains is not frequently prefcribed both by phyfic and 
morality. 

Qui non palazzi, non teatro o loggia, 

Ma’n lor vece un? abete, un faggio, un pino 

Tra lerba verde el bel monte vicino 

Levan di terra al Ciel nofir’ intelletto. 


‘ Imagine to yourfelf all thefe united impreffions; the 


amazing variety, magnitude and beauty of a thoufand ftu- 


pendous objects; the pleafure of gazing at an entire new 
fcene, ftrange birds, unknown plants, another nature, and 


anew world. To thefe even the fubtilty of the air is ad-, 
vantageous ; it enlivens their natural colours, renders every, 
object more diftiné&, and brings it nearer to the eye. In, 
fhort, there is a kind of fupernatural beauty in thefe. moun-, 
tainous profpects which charms both the fenfes and the mind, 
into a forgetfulnefs of one’s felf and of every thing inthe, 


world. 


‘ I could have fpent the whole time in contemplating theft’ 
magnificent land-fkips, if I had not fourd ftill greater plea-’ 
{ure in‘my converfation with the inhabitants. 


~ In,my ob» 
¢ fervation 
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# {eryations you will find a flight fketch of their manners, 
s their fimplicity, their equality of foul, and of that peace- 
« fulnefs of mind, which renders them happy by an exemp- 
‘ tion from pain, rather than by the enjoyment of pleafure. 
‘ But what I was unable to defcribe, and which is almoft 
‘ impoflible to be conceived, is their difinterefted humanity, 
‘ and hofpitable zeal to oblige every ftranger whom chance 
$ or curiofity brings to vifit them. This | myfelf continu- 
¢ ally experienced ; I who was entirely unknown, and who 
¢ was conducted from place to place only by a common guide. 
‘ When, in the evening, I arrived in any hamlet at the foot 
‘ of a mountain, each of the inhabitants was fo eager to have 
¢ me lodge at his houfe, that I was always embarrafled which 
‘to accept; and he who obtained the preference feemed fo 
‘ well pleafed that, at firft, I fuppofed his joy to arife from 
‘ alucrative profpeét. But I was amazed, after having ufed 
¢ the houfe like an inn, to find fny hoft not only refufe to ac- 
‘ cept the leaft gratuity, but offended that it was offered. 
‘] found it univerfally the fame. So that it was true hof- 
‘ pitality, which, from its unufual ardour, I had miftaken for 
‘avarice. So perfectly difinterefted are this people, that 
‘ during eight days, it was not in my power to leave one 
‘dollar among them. In fhort, how is it poffible to fpend 
‘money in a country, where the landlord will not be paid 
‘ for his provifions, nor the fervant for his trouble, and where 
‘ there are no beggars to be found? Neverthelefs, money is 
* by no means abundant in the upper Valais, and for that very 
‘ reafon the inhabitants are not in want; for the neceflaries 
‘ of life are plentiful, yet nothing is. fent out of the coun- 
‘try; they are not luxurious at home, nor is the peafant 
‘lefs laborious. If ever they have more money they will 
‘ grow poor; and of this they are fo fenfible that they tread 
‘upon mines of gold which they are determined never ta 


* open. 


‘I was at firft,greatly furprifed at the difference between 
* the cuftoms and manners of thefe people and thofe of the 
‘ lower Valais; for in the road through that part of the coun- 
*'try to Italy, travellers pay dearly enough for their paflage. 
* An inhabitant of the place explained the myftery. The 
‘flrangers, fays he, which pafs through lower Valais are 
*'chiefly merchants, or people that travel in purfuit of gain; 
‘it is but juft that they fhould leave us a part of their pro- 
‘fit; and that we fhould. treat them as,they treat others ; 
but here our travellers meet with a different reception, be- 
‘ Caule we are fure their journey muft have a difipterefted mo- 

On, | * tive; 
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‘tive: they vifit us out of friendfhip, and therefore we re 
* ceive them as our friends. But indeed our hofpitality. is 
“ not very expenfive ; we have but few vifitors. No won- 
« der, I replied, that mankind fhould avoid a people, who 
© jive only to enjoy life, and not to acquire wealth and ex. 
cite envy. Happy, defervedly happy, mortals! I am pleas 
‘ed to think that one muft certainly refemble you in fome 
‘ degree, in order to approve your manners and tafte your 
¢ fimplicity. 


a 


¢ What I found particularly agreeable whilft I continued 
‘ among them was the natural eafe and freedom of their be- 
‘haviour. They went about their bufinefs in the houfe, as 
© if I had not been there; and it was in my power to aét.as 
© if I were the fole inhabitant. They are entirely unac- 
* quainted with the impertinent vanity of doing the honours of 
‘ the houfe, as if to remind the ftranger of his dependence, 
¢ When I faid nothing, they concluded I was fatisfied to live 
‘¢ jin their manner; but the leaft hint was fufficient to make 
© them comply with mine, without any repugnance or afto- 
¢ nifhment. The only compliment which they made me, 
© when they heard that I was a Swifs, was that they looked 
“ upon me as a brother, and I ought therefore to think my- 
« felf at home. After this, they took but little notice of me, 
* not fuppofing that I could doubt the fincerity of their of- 
‘ fers, or refufe to accept them whenever they could be ufe- 
¢ ful. The fame fimplicity fubfifts among themfelves: when 
© the children are once arrived at maturity, all diftinétion be- 
© tween them and their parents feems to have ceafed ; their 
© domeftics are feated at the fame table with their matter; 
« the fame liberty reigns in the cottage as in the republic, 
¢ and each family is an epitome of the ftate. 


‘ They never deprived me of my liberty, except when at 
table: indeed it was always in my power to avoid the re- 
paft; but, being once feated, I was obliged to fit late and 
drink much. Whata Swifs, and not drink ! fo they would, 
exclaim. For my own part, I confefs, 1 am no cuter to 
good wine, ‘and that Ihave no diflike to a chearful glals ;, 
but’ diflike compulfion. I have ‘obferved that deceitful 
men are generally fober, ‘and that peculiar referve at table, 
frequently indicates ‘a’ duplicity of foul. A guilelef§ heart 
“is ’not‘afraid of the unguarded eloquence and affectionate, 
« folly which commonly precede drunkennefs ;_ but we ought, 
© always to avoid the excefs.. Yet even that'was fometimes, 
* umpoffible among thefevhearty Valaifians;: theit wine bein 
* ftrong, and water. abfohitely excluded..““Who could’ : 
© the 
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«the philofopher here, or be offended with fuch honeft peo- 


¢ ple? In fhort, I drank to fhew my gratitude, and fince they 
¢ refufed to take my money, I made them a compliment + 


¢ my reafon. 


¢ They have another cuftom, not lefs embarraffing, which 
‘ js practiced even in the houfes of the magiftsates. them- 
‘ felves; I mean that of their wives and daughters ftanding 
‘ behind one’s chair, and waiting at table like fo many fer- 
¢ yants. This would be infupportable to the gallantry of a 
¢ Frenchman, efpecially as the women of this country are 
‘in general fo exiistaely handfome that one can hardly bear 
‘tobe attended by the maid. You may certainly beli¢ve 
¢ them beautiful, fince they appeared fo to me; for my eyes 
‘ have been accuftomed to Eloifa, and are therefore extreme- 
‘ly difficult to pleafe. 


‘ As for me, who pay more regard to the manners,of. the 
‘ people with whom I refide, than to any rules of politenefs, 
‘] received their fervices in filence, and with a degree of 
‘ gravity equal to that of Don Quixote when he was with. the 
: Brurchefs, I could not however help fmiling now, and 
‘ then at the contraft between the rough old grey-beards at. 
‘ the table, and the charming complexions of the fair atten- 
‘ dant nymphs, in whom a fingle word would excite a bluth, 
‘ which rendered their beauty more glowing and confpicu- 
‘ous. Not that I could admire the enormous. compafs of 
‘ their necks, which refemble, in their dazzling whitenefs 
‘ only, that perfect. model which always formed.in my ima- 
‘ gination (for though vailed, I have fometimes ftolen a 
‘ glance) that celebrated marble which is fuppofed to excel 
‘ in delicate proportion the moft perfect work of nature. 


* Be not furprized to find me fo knowing in myfteries 
‘ which you fo carefully conceal: it happens, in fpite of all 
* your caution; one fenfe inftructs another. Notwithftand- 
“ing the moft jealous vigilance, there will always remain 
* fome friendly interftice or other, through which the fight 
“performs the office of the touch. The curious, bufy eye 
‘ infinuates itfelf. with impunity under the flowers of a nofe- 
‘ gay, wanders beneath the {preading gauze, and conveys 
* that elaftic refiftance to the hand which it dares not expe- 
* rience, ne , 
Parte. appar delle mamme acerbe ¢ crude, 
Parte altrui ne ricopre invida vefla; 9 00 is 
Invida,'ma_{? agli. occhi 11 varco chiude, aid + 
ei L’ amorofo penfier gia non arrefta. 


‘I am 
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« I am alfo quite fatisfied with the drefs of the Valaifian 
¢ Ladies: their gowns are raifed fo very high behind, .thas 
they all appear round fhouldered; yet this, together 
with their little black coifs, and other peculiarities of their 
drefs, has a fingular effect, and wants neither fimplicity nor 
elegance. I fhall bring you one of their compleat fuits, 
which I dare fay will ft you; it was made to the fineff 
fhape in the whole country. 


¢ But whilft I traverfed with delight thefe regions which 
are fo little known, and fo deferving of admiration, where 
was my Eloifa? Was fhe banifhed my memory? Forgep 
my Eloifa! Forget my own foul! Is it poffible for me to 
© be one moment of my life alone, who only exift through 
‘her? Ono! our fouls are infeparable, and, by infting, 
© change their fituation together according to the ‘prevailing 
© ftate of mine. When [ am in forrow, fhe takes refuge 
* with your’s, and feeks confolation in the place where you 
< are; as was the cafe the day I left you. When I am 
«happy, being incapable of enjoyment alone, they both at- 
© tend upon me, and our pleafure becomes mutual: thus it 
‘ was during my whole excurfion. I did not take one ftep 
« without you, nor admire a fingle profpect without eagerly 
* pointing its beauties to Eloifa. ‘The fame tree fpread its 
¢ fhadow over us both, and we conftantly reclined againf 
© the fame flowery bank. Sometimes as we fat I gazed with 
* you at the wonderful fcene before us, and fometimes, on my 
* knees I gazed with rapture on an object more worthy the 
* contemplation of human fenfibility. If I came to a difficult 
* pafs, I faw you fkip over it with the activity of the bound- 
‘ing doe. When a torrent happened to crofs our path; I 
« prefumed to prefs you in my arms, walked flowly through 
© the water, and was always forry when I reached the oppo- 
* fite bank. Every thing in that peaceful folitude brought 
‘ you to my imagination; the pleafing awfulnefs of nature, 
* the invariable ferenity of the air, the gratcful fimplicity of 
© the people, their conftant and natural prudence, the unaf- 
© fected modefty and innocence of the fex, and every objed 
© that gave pleafure to the eye or to the heart, feemed ,in* 
© feparably connected with the idea of Eloifa, 
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© O divine maid! I often tenderly exclaimed, that we might 
* fpend our days in thefe unfrequented mountains, unenvyed 
* and unknown! Why can I not here collect my whole 
* foul into thee alone, and become, in turn, the univerfe,to 
© Eloifa? Thy charms would then receive the homageythey 
© defefve j 
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4 deferve; then would our hearts tafte without interruption 
‘ the delicious fruit of the foft paffion with which they are 
‘ filled: the years of our long elyfium would pafs away un- 
‘¢ told, and when the frigid hand of age fhould have calmed 
‘ our firft tranfports, the conftant habit of thinking and 
‘ acting from the fame principle would beget a lafting friend- 
‘ fhip no lefs tender than our love, whofe vacant place fhould 
‘ be filled by the kindred fentiments which grew and were 
‘ nourifhed with it in our youth. Like this happy people, 
‘ we would practice every duty of humanity, we would unite 
‘ in a€ts of benevolence, and at laft die with the fatisfaction 
‘ of not having lived in vain.’ 


It is with pleafure we obferve, that this Tranflator not only 
underftands his original; but that he writes his own lan- 
with eafe and elegance. 
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Lhe Hiftory of the Popes, from the Foundation of the See of 


Rome, to the prefent Time. Vol. V. By Archibald Bower, 
Efq; Heretofore public Profeflor of Rhetoric, Hiftory, 
and Philofophy, in the Univerfities of Rome, Fermo, and 
Macerata. 4to. 128. 6d. In boards. Sandby. 


T HIS Volume contains the hiftory of the Popes from 
| the year 867 to the year rr18, beginning with the pa- 
pacy of Hadrian the fecond, and concluding with that of Paf- 
‘chal the fecond. The only interefting part of this period is 
the hiftory of Gregory the feventh; but even here, Mr. 

er is far from being animated. He gives a full and cir- 
* eumftantial account, indeed, of the great events of this pa- 
“pacy, but not with that fpirit which their importance de- 
ferves. The whole of his hiftory, in our opinion, is a cold 
and fpiritlefs compilation: he relates no fats, that are of any 
importance, but what are to be found in other’ Writers 
upon the fame fubject; nor, in our humble opinion, is there 
any thing in his manner that can recommend his work to the 
-@pprobation of a Reader of tafte or judgment. 


-” Mr. Bower has annexed to this'fifth volume'a fammary view, 
@% he calls ‘it, 4 the controverfy between the Papifis and the 
* Author. This’ Sammary View takes up one hundred -and 
eighty pages, and is-dedicated in the following manher.— 
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230. Bowsr’s Hiflory of the Papes, from 
*, To,all true, Proteftants at home. and abroad, the, follow. 


singifheets, difplaying to the world the cruéland hnjuit per. 


‘ :fecution. which the Author of the préfent hifto Had tin. 
‘ dergone, in this proteftant kingdom, from the Yet’ ‘ 
couraged and aided by a protcftant clergymah, ane 
wicked meafures, which they have jointly purfued, to’ x 

him back to the idolatrous church and sheets REPRE 
“he had left, “are humbly infcribed, not by an -cagnymtus 
< ‘Tibeler, but by their moft. obedient, and moft humble fer, 


« vant, Archibald Bower.’ | 


His Summary View he introduces thus: 
© hardly believe that the Author of this. hiftory could “haye 
* been arraigned of Popery, and even been diverted. from pur=! 
‘ fuing a work caiculated to attack the whole fyftem, of thé 
© Popith religion, in order to clear himfelf from fuch an ifm 
¢ putation. But what no man would think could pofiibly 
« happdn, has actually happened; and coven my hifto 

“ is itfélfa full confutation of fuch an extraordinary charge, 
© many well-meaning Proteftants, of the clergy as ‘well “as 
< the laity, have been feduced into a belief of my never ha" 
“ ving fineerely: renounced, the errors of Popery, but being 
« ftill a Papift, nay, and a Fe/uite in difguife. Thus have the 
< Papidts and Jefuits raifed as furious a perfecution againft mé 
‘in this -Proteftant kingdom, where they themfelves live 
© quite unmolefted, as they could have done in a Popifh} 
< where they exert uncontrouled, the perfecuting fpirit of theif 
‘ Antichriftian church. ‘They have not, indeed. eee 
“ this difpute ventured to make any attempt on my life; 
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nothing have they left unattempted_ to rob me of wha * 
dearer to me than life itfelf, my reputation and good Tat 
The many lies and calumnies which they have invented'and 
publifhed to the world with that view, f have confuted, in 
my feveral apologies, to the full fatisfa€tion of every fenfib 
and unprejudiced Reader, who has perufed them with’ te 
leaft degree of attention, .But as all I have faid in vindl: 
cation of my character has been moft grofsly mifreprefented, 
curtailed and falfified by our monthly Writers, remarkably fu- 
rious and bitter againft me (whether out of principle orm; 
tives of intereft they know beft( and nine parts in ten of this 
nation know no moré of the prefent- difpute . between /the 
Papifts and me, than what thefe Party-W riters have thoy 
fit to: communicate to them;: I. fhall here; lay, befare,,th 
whole world both the charge and the defence, and ileave, 
whole world to judge, after hearing both fides, whether 

« have been juftly or unjuftly: arraigned: 1 whave .chofem to 
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connect this Summary View of the controverfy with thé 
s hiftory itfelf, for the fake of thofe, whofe good opinion I[ 
‘ moft value, viz. my fubfcribers at home, and the learned 
< Proteftants abroad, who have received my work, trariflated 
‘ jt into their different languages, with an approbation which 
« [had not the vanity to expect.’ 


As the public, in general, have long ago formed their judg 
ment concerning this controverfy, it will not be expected 
that we fhould detain our Readers with an account of what 
Mr. Bower has advanced in his Summary View. He tells 
us, with abfolute aflurance, that he has, in his feveral a- 
pologies, confuted what has been urged againft him, to the 
full fatisfaction of every fenfible and unprejudiced Reader; 
who has perufed them with the leaft degree of attention. 
But, what poffible foundation can Mr. Bower have for fo 
confident an affertion? Has he converfed with all the men 
of fenfe and candor? who have read the whole controverfy 
concerning him; and have they told him that there was 
no truth in the feveral charges that were brought againtft 
him? Or will he fay, that whoever has read the controverfy, 
and is not convinced of his innocence, has not a gtain of 
fenfe or candory Surely this is what he will never venture to 
affirm !—But it is no part of our intention to point-out the 
many groundlefs affertions, the many felf-contradi&tions, the 
various inftances of fophiftry that are to be met with-in his 
Summary view. It is fcarce poffible, indeed, in our opinion, 
for. any unprejudiced perfon to perufe what he has written, 
without entertaining a very unfavourable opinion of him: 
His language is not that of innocence; nor does he write 
with the temper and difpofition of a Chriftian. He has 
poured fuch a torrent of abufe upon the Gentleman *, who 
took the pains to unmafk him, as would difgrace the fouleft 
mouth at Billingfgate. Poor man! little does’he-think that 
whenever he attempts to vindicate his character to the public, 
he only ereéts a frefh monument to his own difgrace. 


It ‘will hardly be ‘expeéted that we fhould take any notice 
of his infinuation: againft the Reviewers, viz. that, they have 
been hired by the Jefuits:to abufe him. That fuch,a man 
as Mr. B. fhould attempt to account to the public.in. this 
thanher, for their cenfure both’ of him. and of his writings, 
i$ neither unnatural nor extraordinary; but how,,or in what 
Way, hath the public been paid for.their diflike of him? Are 


© DoRor Douglas, Author of: thé “Criterion, and the deteQor of 
Litider und Bower. : 
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al, hired.to hold him in abomination,?-—But we forbear; fatty 
in truth, the circumftances of this man are to-be pitied, Af... 


ter all his great connections, and high expectations, thus. 
become the object of the general fcorn_ and contempt of his 
pt: Of 


country, and reduced to pafs the remainder of his days in 3°‘ 
j ‘ > > . io £ 33 i : j } ' - , 

ftaté of war with mankind,—is a fituation the moft deplorable 

that can be conceived, and which we fhould imagine it Im. 


poffible for a mind not abfolutely hardened agaiitt all ime 
péeflions of fhame, or fenfe of honour, to fupport. For,;’** 





of all evils. to the Gernercus 
Shamé is the moft deadly pang. Tomson. 
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The Hiftory of the Man after God’s own Heart. Small O&ayo; 


Is. 6d. Freeman. 


NHAT every man bears different, and frequently oppo-, ) 


"fite characters, juft as the partiality of his friends, of ; 


the prejudice of his enemies, may incline to reprefent him,,: 
is an old obfervation ; but it was never more remarkably ye- 


sified than it has been with refpect to the great Hero of the. 
Ifraelites. | Sb. 


While. this celebrated perfonage was extolled by the Olds 
Teftament-Writers, as the matchlefs pattern of. heroic vir-) 
tue, and the peculiar favourite of Heaven, there were-net 
wanting, even in his own time, and in his own. country,: 
fome who both thought and {poke very differently of him, 


Exceptions. were taken to many parts of his condué,. both:: 


before and after he acted in his regal capacity: and. it does 


not appear that his character was at any time thoroughly fixes: 


ed, and univerfally underftood., 


‘That great were his crimes, has never been denied ; that.” 


great alfo were his virtues, is generally allowed; and the af-- 
dour of his repentance for the offences he committed, ‘is juftly’ 
urged in extenuation of his failings. , ts 


ie) 


On the whole, it is certain, that the name. of David. was 
held in high reverence among the Jews ;, and to this day hisw 
character is (with a few exceptions) in equal eftimationi: 


throughout the whole Chriftian world ; notwithftanding the 
obje€tions that may at any time have been raifed againft hint, 
trom .cuifing Shimei the Benjamite, down to the: feeptical 


Bayles’ 
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Payle:. whofe: Life of David: was one of the firft open at- 
tacks on the fair fame of the Man after God’s own Heart. 


But, if the ftrictures of Mr, Bayle were thought danger- 
ous, and if the friends of Divine Revelation were alarmed at, 
his performance, how much more will their apprehenfions be. 
excited by this new attempt! For we will venture to fay, 
with regard to this anonymous Objector, that his little finger. 
is thicker than the Frenchman’s loins, 


Bayle urged his obfervations pretty freely; but as he nei- 
ther lived nor wrote in a land of liberty*, he was, perhaps; 
withheld from expreffing all he thought; and even what he 
did venture to lay before the public, gave fuch offence, that 
he was obliged, in fome meafure, and as far. as lay in his 
power, to make an atonement, by fupprefling what he had 
written. 


Not having the fear of perfecution before his eyes, the Au- 
thor of this hiftorical Sketch has proceeded to much greater 
lengths; and inftead of the Man. after God’s own Hearty 
as he farcaftically affects to ftyle him, he has ventured to ex- 
hibit the fon of Jefle, as an example of perfidy, luft, and 
ctuelty, fit only to be ranked with a Nero or a Caligula! 


Intelligence of this fort will, no doubt, fhock the ears of 
many of our pious and worthy Readers. But let them not 
be too much alarmed! ‘Truth, as this Writer himfelf re- 
marks, can never fuffer’ by the fevereft inquifition. If 2 
righteous character has been unrighteoufly dealt with, and 
injurioufly reprefented, we truft there are not wanting able 
and willing: Advocates for Religion and Virtue, who will 
ealily repel the attacks of fuch adverfaries. ‘The reputation 
of-our illuftrious Hebrew, it is hoped, for the honour of the 
facred Writings, will -foon be feen rifing with frefh refal- 
gence from beneath this tranfient cloud, and fhining with 
brighter glory, from every. fruitlefs effort to tarnifh its luftre. 
Yet, whoever the Champions may be, who fhall enter the 
lifts on this interefting occafion, they muft not expeét to ob- 
tain an eafy victory over an antagonift who feems to know 
how to handle his weapons with tolerable dexterity. How- 
ever, though {mart and-lively.in-his efforts, we apprehend he 
Wants condiath and temper for fo arduous-a conteft. To do 
him juftice (and) ju/%ly we would’ deal by every Writer, what< 


_* The Datch may, perhaps, be offended-at- this remark; butit is 
Jufified by the’ ill treatment Mr..Bayle received among them, on ace 
count of ‘the novelty of his opinions. 
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, as! Sih @ 
ever fentimental differences may arife betweenus),' hethag 
not much appearance of art, or ill defigns However rathsoy 
miftaken he may be in his conclufions; he. is evidently in ears 
neft,-and fhews too much warmth of difpofition;: and aerp 
tony of expreffion, (apparently arifing from an’ abhorbend 
of vice and villainy) to be either fufpected of great fubtiley) 
or.feared 6n account of fupefior ability. Thefe hot-headed 
and impolitic affailants are, in general, much fooner ‘foiled: 
than your cool, fedulous, defigning men, who know ‘the ur? 
of attack and defence, and whofe ambufcades-and muatked 
batteries are infinitely more dangerous than open affaults, |liw 


This Author profeffes, with great appearance of integrity, 
to have no finifter defign in view, by thus’ falling, upon Da- 
vid’s character; and that nothing but a fincere and moi 
regard to truth and moral virtue, hath induced him to-publi 
to the world his fentiments concerning this celebrated Herogn: 





Who this Writer is, we know not; neither do we defire 
toknow. That he is no friend to the Jewith Prophets. an 
Priefts, in general, is fufficiently apparent from the whole, 
tenour of his performance. However, as we hold .thatia. 
Jew, Turk, or Free-thinker, may be as honeft a manasa, 
Papift, Lutheran, or Calvinift, fo we ought not to, let.our. 
reverence for authorities which others difclaim, fuffer_us:to 
draw the fevereft conclufions, with regard to the intentions. 
or confcience of another man. If, therefore, as we have 


heard, the unguarded heat of this Writer’s temper,. and the. 


ie 


blunt freedom of his expreffion, be urged as indications of an, 


> 


honeft purpofe, (however falutary or otherwife it may prove) 


and if he be allowed thus much in favour of his heart, it 


will certainly be at the expence of his head. -\For;:whoever 
attempts to.unfettle the common received notions of: mankind, 
and to undermine the religion of his.country,) without at the’ 
fame timé offering fomething better:in the room of «what'hé 


would fet afide, is certainly acting no very wife part: to fpeak’ 
of it in the moft candid and favourable terms.—It >was Hot 


thus that the great Author of Chriftianity proceeded.When 
he abolifhed the Mofaic law, (againft which, ‘by the way, he 
brought no railing accufation) he fubftituted the pure light6f 


the Gofpel in. its ftead;—-and when Wickliffe, and other of 


our Reformers. from Popery; attacked: the fuperftitions” and 
corruptions of the Church with one hand, they prefented the 
unadulterated and primitive fyftem with the other. 


But whatever — our Author may poffibly have con- 
ceived againft the King of Ifrael, he appears to be no enemy 
to 
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to the regal office and character in general. On the contrary, 
he ftarids forth as’ zealous and affectionate fubje& of our 
late excellent Monarch acquainting us (in his explanation 
of his motives for writing this tract) that the injudicious pa- 
rallels' lately drawn,» by certain’ Preachers*, between King 
David: and King George} tended, in his opinion, fo little ‘to 
thehonour of the latter, that he could not refrain ‘from at- 
tempting td defend the fame of fo worthy a Prince, againft the 
inferences which might be drawn from fuch comparifons, 
How far -he:is firicere in'thefe profeffions, or juftifiable in an 

which» may ‘have confequences that, in charity we 
will fuppofe he did not forefee, the world will judge: we 
judge him not.—Let him now {peak for himfelf, 


\He:fets out: with divers fhrewd and free remarks on the 
manner in. which Saul obtained the kingdom, and the influ- 
eice'the Prophets maintained over the people; their réfolv- 
ing occult queftions; giving intelligence of things loft or ftolen, 
for pecuniary gratifications, and training up their youth to’the 

ery of visplictviiik, as he exprefles himfelf--at the fame time, 
fomewhat indecently, quoting the defcription of Sydrophel thé 

Conjuror in Hudibras. He then animadverts on Saul’s untraét- 
able behaviour, even while he acted under the. influence of 
the divine Spirit; and on his difobedience to Samuel; whom 
the Author ftyles an * imperious Creator of Kings.’——By his 
obfervations ‘on the ftory of Saul, and the. proceedings 
of Samuel, he prepares his Readers for the free treatment 
which the facred Hiftorian is to undergo, in the courfe of 
thefe ftri@tures, which might as hiws » be ftyled..a Com- 
7 on the Scripture Account of the Life of David, as an 

iflery. : 


After.many farcafms ‘on what he deems abrupt, confufed, 
or contradiGtory circumftances in the accounts given of Da- 
vid’s ; firft. connections with the Court, and his retirement 

B from thenee, on» his lofifng the King’s favour he comes to 
what;-he calls; David's: open: infurrection, by his putting 
limfelf.at the head: of a band of * four hundred debtors, 
‘ vagrants, and-difaffe@ted perfons.” From this time he con- 
fiders him: merely-'as a tebel againft his lawful Sovereign ; 
who now thought ‘it: incumbent on Him to take the field, in 
Order to put 2 tip to the progrefs of the young Adventurer. 
Among. other incidents, to which: our Author — a new 
and: very. unfavourable ‘turn, with: refpect to David’s ‘mo- 


cilitly pointed at. ee A 
om . x 3 tives, 


* The Sermons of Dr. Chandler and Mr, Palmer are here parti- 
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tives, the fainous inftance {0 often cited to thew his difthteres: 
ednefs and generofity, is thus coloured: over, in this per. 
formance. , milece 
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purfued him from place to place ; but was called off by 


¢ Saul having received intelligence of David’s retreats, 
n 

of an invafion of the land by the Philiftines* ;, whethes a 
David’s procuring or not, we are uncertain, . After repel. 
ling the invaders, he however returned to the wildernes of 
En-gedi, in purfuit of David; with three thoufand chofen 
men. Here we are told of an odd adventure which put 
the life of Saul ftrangely into the power of David, He 
turned in to repofe himfelf+ alone, in a cave, .wherein at 
that very time David and his Myrmidons were fecretedt. 
This one would imagine to have been’ a fine opportunity for 
him to have given a finifhing ftroke to his fortune, by kill. 
ing Saul, and jumping into the throne at once. But Da- 
vid knew better what he was about, than to act fo rathly. 
He could entertain no hopes that the Jews would receive 
for their King, aman who fhould embrue his hands in the 
blood of the Lord’s anointed. He therefore only privately 
cut off the fkirt of Saul!’s robe|]; and fuffered him'to de- 
part in peace. When the King was gone out from the 
cave, David calls after him, and artfully makes a merit of 
his forbearance, protefting an innocency, to which his be- 
ing in arms was, however, a flat$ contradiftion, Saul 
freely and gratefully acknowleges himfelf indebted to him 
for his life, and feems fo well convinced of David’s ftrength, 
and his own weaknejs, that he candidly confefles it ; only 


* 1 Sam. xxiii. 27. : 

+ ‘ The words are, to cover bis feet: which Jofephus and others, 
underftand to mean, that he retired into the cave, to eafe;nature. 
But.in Judges iii. 24. we find that expreffion to imply, that the fer- 
vants of Eglon King of Moab, fuppofed their Maftér to have lock- 
ed himfelf in, to repofe himfelf with fleep, in his fummer thamber. 
This is farther corroborated by Ruth iii. 7. whére, ‘when! Boaz had 
eaten his fupper, he lay down on a heap of corn, doubtlefs-to take his 
reft. Ruth, by her mother’s inftruction, went,. smcovered dis fet, 
and lay down by him; to have fome refrefhment likewife..) For in 
the middle of the night when the man waked, ‘furprized at, having 
an unexpected bed-fellow, and demanded who fhe was; the'kind 
wench replied, Iam Ruth, thine bandmaid: fpread therefore ty 
Shirt over thine handmaid, for thou art a near kin/man. 

‘ In the prefent inftance, it is evident Saul leptin’ the cave; she 
difcovered not the operation that had been performed on his robe, 
til. David called after him to tell him.’ pre. 


t 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. | Ver. 4. § Ver, 8.15. 
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is tying hit down by an oath*, not ‘to deftroy his chi 


¢ afer him. “Am obligation. which, im due time, we, ll 
‘ fee how well remembered and fulfilled by David, 


¢ Saul muft certainly have ftrayed very far from-his men, 
to have let David catch him ‘at fo great a difadvantage? a 
conduct: not ufual with good Generals.” “That fucho muft 
have been the cafe, is; however, evident, while we credit 
the relation; fincethe meannefs of Saul’s reply to David’s 
harangue, can be no otherwife accounted for. > Saul does 
not appear to have wanted refolution on other oceafions ; 
but to acknowlege his aflurance that David would obtain 
the fovercignty; and poorly to entreat a fugitive rebel in 
behalf of his family! is a conduct not even to be palliated, 
but upon the foregoing fuppofition. We muft either ¢on- 
demn the General or the King: neither of which chatac- 
ters appear with extraordinary luftre upon this occafion. 
David; on the other hand, diffe mbles admirably heres; pre- 
tending to Saul, a great reverence for the Lord’s anbinted ; 
though confeiods at the fame time that he wat alfa the Lord's 
anointed ; and anointed purpofely to fuperfede the other 
Lord’s aniotated: and moreover, was at this very time aim- 
ing to put his election in force! But-as the people were 
not of his ceuncil; and he knew their great regard for re- 
ligious faictious, it was certainly prudentin him, to fet an 
‘ example of piety, in an inftance, of which he hoped, in 
‘ time, to reap the benefit hinifelf.” 


en ee ee a a i a is 


The celebrated “ftory of Nabal’s affair, is here recited in 
the following manner. 


‘ There dwelt then at Maon; a blunt rich old Farmer, 
whofe name was Nabal.. David hearing of him, and that 
he was at that time fheep-fhearing, fent ten of his follow- 
ersto levy a contribution upon him +: making a merit of 
his forbearance in that he had not {tole his fheep, and mur- 
dered his fhepherdst. Nabal, who, ta. be fure, was not 
the moft courteous man in tae world, upon receiving this 
extraordinary meflage, gave them but .a fo-fo antwers. at- 
tended with a flat deetal Who, fays he, is David? and 
who 1s the fon of “Fee? there be many Servants now-a-days 
that break away every man from his Majter. Shall I then take 
my bread and my ‘tater; and my ficjb that I have killed fer my 
Sheer ers, and give it unto men, whom I know not whence thes 
del? . Upon receiving this an{wer, David directly formed 
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1 Sam. xxiv. 21. t 1, Sam. xxv. 5—9. | t Ver. 7. 
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‘® his refolution ; and arming himfelf with a number of his 
‘# “followers,’vowed to butcher him and _ all that belonged to 


échim, ‘before the next morningt. And how was this pious 
§ intefition diverted ? Why, Abigail, the charming Abigail, | 
& Nabal’s Wife, refolved, unknown to her {poufe, to, try the 


soforee of beauty in mollifying our angry Hero: whofe dif. 


¢ pofition for gallantry, and warm regard for the. fair) fex, 
6 was, probably, not unknown at that time.. Accordian Y> 
¢ fhe prepares a prefent, and goes to David, faying very;fen- 
$ tentioufly—-Upon me, my Lord, upon me let this iniquity,bex t 
¢ «judging very humanely, that could fhe get him.to.tranf- 
¢.fer‘his revenge upan her, fhe might poffibly contrive te pa- 
« cify him, without proceeding to difagreeable extremities, 


-¢:Nor was fhe wrong in her judgment; for we are told—Sy 


¢. David received of her hand that which fhe bad brought hin, and 
€. faid unto ber, ga up in peace to thine houfe, fee, { have hear- 
+. kened to thy voice, AND HAVE ACCEPTED THY PERSON*, 
¢ But whatever pleafure Abigail might have had, we do not 
¢ find that Nabal was fo well pleafed with the compofition 
¢ his wife had made for him; for when he came to under- 


 ftand fo much of the ftory as fhe chofe to inform him of; 


t he gueffed the remainder, broke his heart, and died in ten 
$ days afterward}|}: David lofes no time, but.returns God 
¢ thanks for the old fellow’s death, and then marries the bux- 
fom widaw 4; together with one Ahinoam, a Jezreelite.’ 


The adventure in the camp at Hachilah, where Dayid pe- 
netrating to the royal tent, carried off the King’s fpear, our 
Author thinks, with Mr. Bayle, to be only a different detail of 
the affair at Engedi. The reafons he affigns in fupport of 
this opinion are diftinétly laid down; and we muft own; ‘they 
feem not to want due weight and probability. But, to goon 
with our Author’s narrative, >. 


« David finding, that with his prefent ftrength, he. 

¢ not able to maintain any footing in Judea, puts hinfel 
¢ once more under the protection of Achifh, King of Gath§ 
¢ Achifh who does not appear to have been a very powerful 
¢ Prince, feems to confider Dayid alone, and David atthe 
¢ head of fix hundred defperadoes, as two very different per 
¢ fons; for he now affigns him a place named Ziklag, for a 
¢ habitation, where he remained'a year and four months I. 


+ 1 Sam. xxv. 13. 34. t Ver. 24.. _* Ver. 35. 
tl] Ver. 37, 38. $f Ver. 39. = § Ch. xxvii. a, 2, 9 
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¢ As he had now a quiet refidence,, a. perfon , whd).énter- 
étains a great opinion of David’s fanctity, . would beiapt to 
« {uppofe he would now confine himfelf to agriculture, com- 
¢ pofing pfalms, and finging them to his harp > but David 
¢ found employment more fuitable to his. genius, »I:fhould 
¢ be very forry to be underftood to infinuate,, that he did not 
‘fing pfalms, at leifure times ; but his more important bu- 
‘& finefs was to lead his men out to plunder the adjacent coun- 
*itry. We have the names of fome nations as they are: cal- 
Jed, but which muft have been fmall diftiné&. communities, 
s like the prefent camps of wares Afiatics, among whom 
¢ he-extended his depredations: thefe are the Gefhurites, the 
s Gezrites, and the Amalekites*. Of thefe people he made 
‘ a total maflacre, at thofe places where he made = inroads ! 
© faying, left they fhould tell of us, faying, fo did David, and 
6 thi bis Macey all ¥. sf he lah in the country 
‘of the Philifiines+. After thus prudently endeavouring ‘to 
« fecure his robberies from detection, he brings his -booty 
‘ home, which confifted of a//, which thofe miferable: vic- 
¢ tims pofleffed ||. He made prefents of this to his benefactor, 
¢ King Achifht{, who, demanding where he had: made his 
¢ incurfion ? was anfwered, againft the fouth of Judah, &c §. 
¢ intending by this falfity to infinuate to the King, his aver- 
¢ fion to his own countrymen, and attachment to him. And 
© Achifh believed David, faying, he hath made his people Ifrael 
© utterly to abhor him, therefore he fhall be my fervant for 


¢ ever +. 


‘.The Philiftines at this time colleted their forces together 
$ to attack the Jews. To which purpofe Achifh fummoned 
* David |\+,: and met with chearful compliance; Surefy,fays 
§ David, thou halt know what thy Servant can do... He.ac- 
* cordingly marched his adherents, with the troops of King 
* Achifh ; but when the Princes of the Philiftines faw ‘a com- 
¥ pany of Hebrews in their army, they were much furprifed, 
‘and queftioned Achifh concerning them. The: account 
* which Achifh gave of them, did not. fatisfy the Princes, 
* who juftly feared he might: prove a. dangerous auxiliary. 
§ Make this. fellow rejurn, by they,) that he may go again to the 
* place which thou haft appointed.him,. and let. him mt ge dowh 
* with us 10 the battle, left in the:battle he be.an.adverfary tous’: 
§ for wherewith fhould be reconcile himfelf ta his mafter? fhould 


*.1 Sam. xxvii, 8. + Ver. 9. 11, | 
|} We doubt hot but David compofed a pfalm upon this occafion. 
1 Jofephus. § 1 Sam. xxvii. 109. + Ves. 12. 


1, Ot Ch. xxviii, 1. G Ver, 2, 
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< it not be véith the heads of thefe men* ? David was Actor. 
“ dingly difmifled, very much mortified’ ‘at their diftru® of 
« him +.’ 


Undoubtedly David's conduct appears very problematical 
in this inftance.. Either his intention was to affift the Phi- 
liftines on this occafion, or to defert them; .and in either 
cafe, we do not fee how his defign was juftifiable. In the 
firft view, he, moft unnaturally, muft have fought againt his 
own country ; in the fecond, he muft have incurred the guilt 
of ingratitude, in the bafeft degree, by turning his. arms a- 

ainft his unfafpe&ting benefactor.—In this refpect, we thould 
- very glad to fee his charaéter cleared from all imputation; 
becaufe here, the excufe of his being under the tempora 
dominion of paffion cannot be pleaded: It was a calm deli- 
berate determination, which feems, we are extremely forry 
to fay it, to impeach the goodnefs of his heart a point we 
are, notwithftanding, by no means inclined to give up, to 
our author, or to any other queftioner of David’s moral cha- 
racter. “Thofe who may happen to have thought more criti- 
cally and fully upon the fubjeét, may poffibly account for this 
particular of ,his behaviour, in a manner not inconfiftent with 


the idea given us of this Hero’s innate virtue, by the facred 
Hiftorian. 


Our Author proceeds © Upon his (David’s) return to 
© Ziklag, he found that, during his abfence, the Amalekites 
‘ had made reprifals upon him ; had burned Ziklag ; and had 
‘ carried off all the women captives {. But in the relation, 
‘ there is one remark well worth noting, which is, that they 
¢ flew not any, either great or {mall§—{fo much more moderd- 
‘ tion had thefe. poor heathens in their juft revenge,. than the 
‘ enlightened David in his unprovoked infult! Upon’ this 
« misfortune his band began to mutiny, and were upon the 
« point of ftoning him||;. when he, who knew theit weak 

fide, enquired of the Lord what he fhould do? arid evaded 
¢ their rage, by infpiring them with a refolution to purfuethe 
4 
< 
< 
< 
S 








Amalekites, and with the hopes of recovering all their lof- 
fes. He therefore, with four hundred picked men, ‘fet out 
on the purfuit: by. the way they found a ftraggler q who 
had fainted ; and-after recovering him, gained, by his means, 
intelligence of their rout.. .David came upon them tnex- 
pectedly, at a place where they were, without apprehcn- 
¢ fion, making themfelves merry upon their fuccefs ; and tho 


‘ 
€ 


* 1 Sam. xxix. 4 + Ver. 8. 11. t Ch. xxx. 1. 
§ Ver. 2. | Ver. 6. © Ver. 11. ‘ a 
« David's 
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¢ David’s men recovered all they had loft, together with other 
* booty, and found their wives and children unhart, 'yetcould 
<¢ not their captain refift fo inviting an opportunity. of grati- 
« fying his cruel difpofition : the purfuit and flaughter conti- 
¢ nucd from the twilight (we know not whether’ of the mor- 
« ning or evening) of one day, until the evening of the’ riext ; 
$ none efcaping but a party which rode upon camels *. 


¢ Of the fpoils taken from thefe people, David fent prefents 
* to the elders of his own tribe of Judah, avd to all the places 
‘ where David bimfelf and his men were wont to hauntt: by 
¢ which means he kept them hearty in his intereft. 


Purfuing the hiftory of David, from the death of Saul, to 
the eftablifhment of the former upon the throne, and his en- 
') tire dominion over al! Ifrael, the Author has fome harfh, 
and we think rather forced ftriCtures upon his condu@t,’ with 
refpecét to his flaying the Amalekite who brought him the late 
King’s enfigns of royalty ; his refumption of his wife Michal, 
Saul’s daughter, who had been taken from him and ‘given to 
another; and his punifhment of Rechab and Banaah, the 
murderers of Ifhbofheth, the fon of Saul, who fucceeded him 
in the kingdom. He then notices the death of Uzzah, who, 
as he lightly expreffes it, ¢ was fmote by the Lord, for his im- 
‘ piety in faving the Ark from being overturned’—and Da- 
‘vid’s dancing, in the fame proceffion, ‘ in fuch a frantic inde- 
* cent manner, that he expofed his nakednefs to the by-ftan- 
‘ ders ;’ together with his. reply to his wife Michal’s ironical 
reproach, on the fame occafion; of which the’ Author has 
not {crupled to give a very ludicrous and obfcene expofition. 


Cruelty is one of the grand articles in his impeachment of 
this Prince’s character » in proof of which, he recites his 


death, by ‘ caufing them to lye proftrate on the ground, and 
* meafuring them by lines ; with.two lines meafured heto put 
* to death, and with one full line to keep alive.’ His {mi- 
ting the Philiftines, not {paring even the city of Gath, ‘which 
had fo human]y protected him; and his wars alfo with the 
King of Zobah, and with the Syrians, for which no fufficient 
‘caufe, he fays, is clearly afigned—are mentioned as_ proofs 
of a tyrannical and blood-thirity difpofition. He is alfo char- 
ged witha fcandalous breach of juftice, in regard to Ziba’s 
accufation of his mafter, the unhappy Mephibofheth, fon to 
his dear friend Jonathan ; on which account he deprived Me- 
phibofheth of his patrimony, and beftowed it on the treache- 
t+ Ver. 31. 


2 


* 1 Sam. xxx. 17. 
rous 





treatment of the Moabites, of whom he put two thirds to | 
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fous fervant : — ‘'yet,* fays the writer, © when the accufatiog 
< wa frund to, be, falfe, inftead of equitably punithing:the 
< aloe ex,.of snnocence, and. re-inftating: Mephibothéth, :he 
< ycftored to him but half the forfeiture of his fuppofed guilt; 
easing the.villain Ziba in quiet pofleffion.of the other half, 
€ ast e,reward of his treachery. sor bd 
‘The fhocking ftory of Uriah and his beautiful wife comes 
next in dur Author's way; and he does not fail to make the 
moft of it.’ It is indeed a capital figure in this difagreeable 
pidture; but, as David’s guilt is univerfally acknowleged, in 
refpeét of this nefarious tranfaction, we thall repeat no par- 
ticulars of our Author’s comment upon it. bive( ? 


As a farther proof of the cruelty of David’s difpofition, 
he next mentions his barbarous treatment of the, people. of 
Rabbah. ‘ How,’ fays he, © fhall a perfon fubjeé& to the fen- 
¢ fations of humanity, (a fecurity of more avail among men 
© than the moft binding laws) how fhall a man, not, fteeled 
to a Very Jew, find expreffions fuited to the occafion, when 
he relates the treatment of this poor city, Rabbah?, ‘The 
ftudy would be as difficult as unneceflary ; the fimple un- 
exaggerated tale, if ferioufly attended to, will fhock the 
humane reader fufficiently. The city of Rabbah was taken 
and plundered; and David brought forth the people that were 
therein, and put them under faws, and under harrowis of iron, 
and under axes of iron, and made them pafs through the brick- 
kila®* : And thus did he unto all the cities of the children’ of 
Ammon+. The precife punifhments here alluded'to, are 
not underftood at this time, writers being much:divided tn 
their expofitions of thefe words; but, that extraordinary | 
punifhments are meant cannot admit of a doubt, ‘for Jofe- 
phus writes that the men were put to death by exquifite tor- 
© ments. And it is thus the people of God, headed by aman 
© peculiarly ftyled the man after God’s own heart, ufed pri-_ 
‘ foners of war! Bella! borrida Bella? Ft Be ag ak 2 


tn 2 


‘The ‘account of David's family troubles, of Amnon’s rape i 
of his fifter, and Abfalom’s rebellion, overthrow, and:unfor- ’ 


* «Tt is fuppofed that the antient flavery of the Jews to the Egyp- 
tians, and the labour they were employed in by their lordly ta 
* matters, the making bricks,.. might be a.current reproachful jeer 


upon the Jews, when any quarrel happened between them and. their * 
neighbours ; and that the making their prifovers, pafs through, the ' 
brick-kiln was a cruel method of revenging fuch.afronts. .. A.coms ' 
jecture not improbable.’ ‘rbgyar abies 1 te abet 

¢ 2 Sam. xij. 31. 1 Chron. xx. 3. 
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tunate death, with the confequent infurre@ion of Sheba,’ is 
concifely\and ‘clearly drawn’ up’; and we 00k tfpom'this ‘as 
one of the beft written ‘and leaft offenfive parts ‘of the work : 


but now we come ‘to ‘another horrid charge ‘of ‘pei dy 


dy, as 
well as cruelty. In order to fix this charge thé more Clearly 
and ftrongly, and to place the guilt of it im the mofftriking 
light, our Author has recourfe to a /uppo/ition of, more fcheme. 
and premeditated contrivance in the perpetrator, than is, war-. 
ranted by that authority from whence he has drawn the, reft, 
of His evidence. : 950 
‘ David, fays he; having with much trouble, from: his 
¢ competition with Ifhbofheth, eftablifhed himfelf upon the 
‘ Jewifh throne ; and having, in the latter part of his reign, 
< ‘been vexed and driven to difagreeable extremities, by, the 
¢ rebellion of his own fon Abfalom; and found the feditioys. 
“humour of his fubje&s not eafily difpofed to fubfide, when 
© once excited ; as was evident by the revolt headed by She- 
‘‘ba, after Abfalom’s party was crufhed : ‘Thefe contempla- 
ions evidently called to remembrance, ‘that fome of Saul’s 
© family ‘were’ yet living ; whom, left they fhould hereafte 
¢ prove thorns in ‘his fide, he concluded it expedient to cut 
oF peat aust 


‘ Whenever David proje&ed any fcheme, a religious pre- 
‘ tence, and the affiftance of the Priefts, were never wanting. 
« A famine befel. Judea, probably occafioned by:the preced- 
‘ing inteftine.commotions, which continued three: years. 
© David enguired of the Lord: And the Lord anfweredy dt is far 
“ Saul, and far bis bloody houfe, becaufe he flew the Gibconites}. 
‘ But, where is this crime recorded? Samuel charged Saul 
‘ with no fuch flaughter; he reproached him with a contrary 
* fault, an act of mercy! which is affigned as the reafon for 
‘ depofing him... So that God did not remember this crime*, 
‘ till many years after:the man.was dead! and then punifhes 
. whom? a whole nation, with three years famine; 
‘ ‘which, bythe bye, was not fent asa punifhiient neither ; 
© but merely, as a hint of remembrance, whith: ‘ended ‘in’ 
* hanging this guilty man’s innocent children! 





§ 2 Sam. xxi. “1. : 
* «If God fought vengeance for a'particular act of cruelty; perpe- 
* trated by Saul, when was vengeance demanded for David’s mai- 
* facre of the G+Surites, the Gezrites, the Amalkites, the Moabites, 
* the Ammunites, the Febufites ; and others, who at times became the 
» Objects of David’s wrath ?? 


¢ Th: 
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¢ The oracular refponfe dictated no act of expiation, but 
only ‘mentioned the caufe of the famine; , fo. that the Gi- 
beonites were applied tof, for a know ledge of what recom-. 
pence they demanded. (‘They had hitherto made no com, 
plaints.) They eae no gifts, neither that for their, 
fakes David fhould kill any man in Ifrael.. (This qualita n 
expreffion feems artfully intended ; fince A! only ee 
David to deliver the men to them, that they might kill them,), 
But that feven of Saul’s fons fhould be furrendered to ing 
that they might hang them up, wate the Lord +. David, 
not with-held by any motives of gratitude taward. the. po- 
fterity of bis unhappy Father-in-law, in dire& violation. of 
his oath to Saul, at the cave of /ngedi*, granted the:te- 
queft he muft himfelf have inftigated q, {paring only. Me-’ 
phibofheth, who luckily was fo unfortunate as to -be a 
cripple, and fo much dependent on David that he had no 
room for apprehenfion from him.’ 


Pe ee ee ee ee ee eo od 2) 


Having extended, this article to.a fufficient length, we hall 
pals. over our Author’s account of David’s crime, in number~ 
ing the people, and its fatal confequences to them; of the fair. 
damsel prefcribed for him, as a cherifher, in his old age, to, 
which our ludicrous Author gives a pleafant turn; and of the 
mifunderftanding between Nathan the Prophet and Adonijahs 
the eldeft of David's fons then living,—which ended in the 
Jatter’s being deprived of the fucceflion tothe throne. In re« 
citing the-circumftance of the laft-mentioned affair, the writer 


is very fevere and arch upon the charaéter and conduct of 
Nathan. 


Toward the conclufion of his. work, the Author has fome 
refiections on the general {pirit and temper of David’s Pfalms, 
« wherein he, (the Author of the Pfalms,) frequently breathes: 
© nothing but blood, and the moft rancorous .refentment a= 
* gainft his, enemies.’ 
cite from Sternhold and Hopkins’s Verfion ; in order to ren- 
der thofe pafiages ridiculous, as well as deteftable. He even 
queftions whether David, in reality, ever was animated with 
a true fpirit of piety.— ¢ If David was ever truly pious,” 
fays he, * we fhall certainly perceive it in his behaviour on 
‘ his death-bed. 7dere, itis to be hoped, we, fhall.find him 


* forgiving his enemies,.and.dying in charity with all.man- - 


© kind... This.is what all mankind in general make a point 


« of; from the faint to the malefactor. ‘David therefore mul ; 


} Sam. xxi. 2, 3. + Ver. 6. * Sam xxiv. 21. 22. 
G32 Sam. xxi. 6. 


~ eertainly 


Inftances of, this he has thought fit to» | 











Man after. Ged’ sewn Heart. 25%, 


¢ certainly give us an extraordinary inftance of his attention 
to'this important evidence ‘of contrition. ’ But what fhall 
we think when we-fee'this Nero’ of: the Hebrews-die, ina’ 
manner uniform: and’ confiftent with the whole! courfé of 
his life? What will be our reflections; when we find him,» 
with his laft accents, delivering two murders in charge to 
his fon Solomon? One of them to. be executed on his old 
fsithful'General, Joab; who powerfully affifted him on all 
-oecafions, and who adhered to him in, all: his. extremities ; 
till’ at the laft,: when he had juftifiable caufe for chagtin ;° 
but who,’ notwithftanding, had not. appeared againft him 
in aétual hoftility, . It will.avail nothing to plead the private 
faults of. the man}; we are now to confider him as relative 
to-David, in his, public capacity, In which:light we muft 
loath’ the’ mafter,’ who died meditating black ingratitude, 
-againft fo faithful, fo ufeful a fervant. ' 


Pn ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a ee 2 od 2) 


‘ His other charge was againft Shimei, who reviled David 
at his ‘retreat from Jerufalem, during. Abfalom’s rebel- 
lion ; but who made; his fubmiffion to David when He ree 
turned victorious, and, whofe pardon David had guarantied 
with a /clemn cath *, | 


-~.cUcC OrmUlhlrOrF hlUhA 


¢ Attend we now to the caufe ef thefe refleCtions. 


¢ After exhorting Solomon, on his death-bed, to keep the 
‘ ftatutes of the Lord, David proceeds : 


‘Moreover. thau knowef alfo what Foab, the fon of ZLeruiah, 
‘ did to me, and what he did to the two Captains of the hafts of 
‘ Irael, unta Abner the fon of Ner, and unto Amafathe fon of 
« Tether, whom he flew, and fhed.the blood of, war im peace, and 
* put the blood of war, upon his girdle that was abaut his loins, 
‘ and.in his fhoes that, were, on his feet. : 


“Do therefore according to thy wifdom, AND LET NOT HIS 
‘ HOAR HEAD GO’ DOWN TO THE GRAVE IN PEACE f. 


« This was.afterwards. fulfilled in.the bafeft manner, by 
| © the adminiftrator. to this, pious teftament. Aes 


, 7 ¢ David concludes thus : 
“Anil behold, thon “bap with thee Shimei, the fon of Gera, &@ 


* Benjamite of Balurim, which cnrfed me with a grievous curfe, 
th the’ day'wwhen P-vent-to Mahanaim : but he came dotun to meet 
“meat Fordans ana'l fware to him by the Lord, faying, I will 
* not put thee to detth with the fword. ty 


* 2 Sam. xix. 23. ¢ 1 Kings ii. 5. 6. 


¥ © Now 
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© Now therefore hold him not guiltle[s: for thou art a wife man, 
cand knoweft what thou oughteft to do unto him; BUT His 
« HOAR HEAD BRING THOU DOWN TO THE GRAVE 
« WITH BLOoD*. So faying, he expired! 


* This command was alfo executed in a manner, worthy 
‘ the fon of SUCH A FATHER!’ : 


The Writer concludes with a retrofpective fummary of the 
whole ; and with the following bold reflections: * Thefe, 
« Chriftians! are the out-lines of the life (he fhould have faid 
¢ picture) of a Jew, whom you are not afhamed to-continue 
‘ casting, as the Man after God’s own Heart !—~—This, 
¢ Britons! is the King to whom your late excellent Monarch 
‘ is compared !——-What an impiety to the Majefty of ‘Hea-: 
< ven !——What an affront to the memory of an honeft 
© Prince!’ a es 


We now take our leave of a performance, of which it is 
very difficult ta give a confiftent and fatisfa€tory chara&ter. 
It bears undoubted marks of genius in the Writer, but none 
of learning. He contents himfelf with taking things as he 
finds them, in our common tranflation of the Bible; and 
never troubles his head about criticif{ms, various readings of 
particular paflages, or the opinions of Expofitors and Com- 
mentators.—It is certain, this Writer is not deficient in plain 
good underftanding, nor deftitute of wit and humour ; which 
however, we think, might have been well fpared in adifqni- 
fition of this kind. There is alfo fome appearance: of ma- 
lignity, in feveral parts of the performance, intermixed with 
fuch indications of honefty, as renders it very difficult to {peak 
of it, .in this refpe&t, with any degree of precifion. On'the 


whole, though there are things in it which it will not be eafy 
for an Anf{werer to refute; Es there are many objections to: 


the character and condu& of David, which may, and ought 
to be removed. But this tafk we leave, and earneftly re-’ 
commend, to thofe who have more leifure for literary debates; 


and we hope the fubject will not appear indifferent to amp. 
who are imprefled with a due reverence for our holy religions, 
to which it undoubtedly bears a near conneétion: and which, 
may be injured, if any objeCtions to the Sacred Writings. att, 


fuffered to remain unanfwered. 


; 


The Writer has been particularly careful in producing lls ) 
thorities for every circumftance of every fact he recites; how - 


far they fupport his interpretations of them, muft be decid 
by thofe who chufe to make it their more immediate concer 


* 1 Kings ii. 8. 9. | G& | 
As 
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AnAccount of the War in India, between the Englifh and French, 
‘on the Coaft of Coromandel, from the Year 17 50° to the Year 
1760: Together with a Relation of the late remarkable Events 
on the Malabar Coaf>and® thé Pipedtitions to Golconda’ and 
Surat ; with the Operations, of the Fleets.» dllufirated ‘with 
* Maps, Plans, Sc. The whole compiled from original Pape, 
by Richard Owen Cambridge, Efq; gto. 11. 1s. Jef- 
orfetyse Pie flay = Atiw 25 . e wy 
N -the courf@ of out walks; we have ‘more than ‘once or 
on twice had-the pleafure of encountting’ Mr. Cambtidge : 
hithefto-we Have! commonly-met him ‘in his returns ftom Par- 
néflus, and fometimes accompanied by his favourite, Horace : 
Heré we find him traverfing a very different path of Litera- 
tre, and. ftooping to a tafk fomewhat unworthy of him, 
the humble office of 4 mere compiler. 


os: The two things chiefly propofed in this undertaking were, 

‘ firt, To make the generality of readers acquainted with. 
‘othe: geography of the country, of which they have as yet 
‘very imperfeét and confufed ‘notions ; and, in the fecond 
‘'place, ‘to ‘lay before the more informed, an exact, clear, 
‘and-impartial -ftate of facts, drawn entitely from authentic 
‘ papets';: by which they’ may judgefor themfelves, without 
‘ comment or tefleétions to biafs them): whether the civil ahd 
‘ military officers of the Englifh or French Eaft India Com- 
‘ pany shave ated with:the moft uprightnefs and bravery, in 
‘ the courfevof the: war, and the riegociations relative to it.’ 


Having thus-explained his defign, our Author proceeds to 
anticipate the poflible objections that-may be made to the man- 
ner of his performance ; .and concludes his preface with an 
apology for the.mode of orthography he has adopted in wri- 
ting the Perfian and Indian proper names, a gloflary of which 


‘ = 


is fubjoined to. the preface, 


The preface is followed by an introduction, containing a 
geographical defcription of the country, and fome account of 
the manners, habits and ‘prejudices of the natives, more .ef= 
pecially fuch as influence their military character ;. which, in- 
deed appears here’ in ‘a Very contemptible light, ‘ Upon.this 
* occafion,’ Mr. Cambridge remarks, ‘ it would be.great in- 
* juftice to our Commander, on the coaft of Coromandel, not 
* to abferve, that they have always had to contend with a fu- 
* perior body of Europeans, conducted by leaders of experi- 
* enct"and rank in the French army.’ Too thefe are added, 
Rev. Apr. 1761. Y fome 






























2.54. An Account of the War in India, 


fome letters and extracts from Sir Thomas Roe’s Journal, 
tending to evince the fplendor of the eaftern courts and the 
arrogance of their Monarchs. 


The firft part confifts of Colonel Lawrence’s own narra- 
tive-of the campaigns in which he had a perfonal thare, {aid 
to be written in the camp. This narrative traces the fource 
of the commotions in India from the year 1730, tho’ it does 
not appear that the Englifh intermeddled in the quarrels of 
the nation till 1750, and not till the French had fet them an 
example. Hence follows a regular, circumftantial and *well- 
econnected detail of all the military operations in théfe 
parts, to the end of the year 1754, when a truce was cons 
cluded between the contending parties. 


Tho’ we cannot propofe much entertainment to our. rea- 
ders from any detached parts of this narrative, we muft mep- 
tion one particular circumftance, as an extraordinary inftance 
of French vanity and artifice. 
ed, in which the Englifh troops had greatly the advantage 5 
but in the courfe of it the boys, with Colonel Lawrence's 
palanquin had ftraggled a little out of the line of march, jand 
were picked up by the Marattas. ‘ It was the fame,’ adds 
the Colonel, ¢ in which I had fent back the body of, Mo- 
‘ rarow’s nephew * ; I therefore defired the Maratta Chief.to 
return it, and [ would pay the price to the horfeman who 
had taken it; but the French had got. it out of their hands, 





to Pondicherry, where, by Mr. Dupliex’s order, itvwas 
carried about the town in triumph. At the fame time, it 
was reported that I was killed, and that we had. lof 


victory, of which the palanquin was a trophy.’ «4; + 


ren e& Aa A A 


From 1755 our Author himfelf takes up the narrative, and 


continues it, upon the Colonel’s plan, to the year 1759, com- 
piled, as we prefume, from fuch intelligence and papets.as 
he could procure ; nor is there the leaft er 

adoubt of its being authentic. Among many lefs itportant 


incidents, in this part, we meet with’a full and particulat a- 
count of the defeat of Angria and the taking Gerial’; ‘the, 


naval engagement between the Brittfh and’French Reet 
lofs of Fort St. David in 1758; and the fiege of ¥ 


continued to the 17th of February $759, when r pi 


NW. 9: ¥ 


* Morarow was a Chief of the Marattas, arid’ his néphew bad 
becn killed in a former action, Fok ap OT 


‘wert 





In 1753 an action. happen. 


and would not fuffer them to fend it, back, but carriedjit 


room to entertain. 


‘ 


i 
George, begun the 12th of December in the fame fear, “ahd 
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wete forced to raife it, and retire with great precipitation. A 
diary is given of this fiege, which employs upwards of jorty 
pages. We have mentioned a gloflary of Perfic and Indian 
names being fubjoined to the preface ; as our Author profef- 
fes to write for the entertainment of the Many, an explana- 
tion of the military terms in this diary would have been equal- - 
ly neceflary, as it is to be feared, without fome fuch help, it’ 
will not be very intelligible to many, except military rea- 


ders. 


To thefe fucceed feveral detached pieces, in which are re- 
lated’Col. Forde’s expedition to Golconda ; the taking ef Su- 
rat by the Englifh, and Gombroon. by the French; after which 
Mr. Cambridge returns to the coaft of Coromandel, and gives 
a minute detail of the operations of the fleets under Admiral 
Pocock, and of that under the French Admiral, M. D’Aché, 
in1759; after which, he refumes and continues the milit 
tranfactions to the fifth of April 1760, when, by the furren- 
der of. Carical, it is obferved that * the French had not a 
‘ fingle man in the peninfula, except a {mall garrifon, at 
¢ Mahé on the Malabar coaft, another at Gingee, and thofe 
‘which are blocked up within the walls.of Pondicherry.’ 

We are next prefented with a tedious fpecification of the 
proceedings of the Commifflaries at Sadrafs, appointed to de- 
termine the difputes between the contending powers, in the 
year'17§4. | This'takes up forty-fix pages of very {mall print, 


‘ ‘to which’ are’ annexed two pages more, containing Prideaux’s 


account of the Hegira.. “The former ferves in’ fome meafure 
tothew, to'what mean fhifts the French were reduced to keep 
up the leaft pretenfions to honour or integrity; the latter we 
may fuppofe to have been intended to explain fome of the 
dates in the Jndian documents, but furely this might have 
been done more eafily to the unlearned reader by references 
in the margin. : 

Our Author, in the beginning of his preface, acquaints us, 
that “ nothing but a determination to write fome account of In- 
‘dia could have entitled him to the fight of fuch materials, 


. ‘as he had been fayoured with, or could have properly in- 


‘ troduced him to the. free converfation of the perfons prin- 
‘\cipally concerned.’ From hence, an, ill-natured Critic 





might fuggeft, that he was determined to write even without 
proper materials ; and even the moft candid may infer, from 
his confeffed eager defire for farther inquiry on this fubject, 
that he was ever open ‘to receive information, not over-nice 
lag choice of his informers, and defirous of communica- 
ing 


THe kuew. ‘To this communicative difpofition may, 
¥2 perhaps, 
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perhaps, be afcribed the appendix to this work, which cop. 
fifts of two articles, 


The firft is entitled a letter from Mr. Call, the chief Engi- 
neer® ; the defign of which is to fhew the nature of an old 
Indian fortification, converted to the purpofes of defence a. 
gainft artillery. “his may be of fufficient importance to de- 
mand the refpeét of the Company, but will fcarcely excite 
much attention in a majority of readers.-—The other is a 
journal of the lofs of the PEMBROKE, in St. David’s road, 
the 13th of April 1749, by a hurricane, written by the Ma- 
fter of the fhip, and which, to the beft of our remembrance, 
‘we have feen in fome of the Magazines long fince. 


If we have not given any large extracts from this work, our 
readers will, we hope, excufe us, when we aflure them, we 
‘have not met with any thing important which the common 
news papers, within the fame period, have not communica- 
ted; nor let the author take amifs our brevity on his labours; 
—his curiofity is to be applauded ; his induftry deferves com- 
‘mendation, (for it is a truely national fubject at prefent) and 
itis more than probable, that a hundred years hence, this vo- 
lume may be thought a valuable acquifition to the moft curious 
library in the kingdom of Great-Britain. 


It would be injuftice to the artifts, who have been employ- 
ed to engrave the plates which embellifh this work, not to 
pay them a compliment ; they appear to have fully difcharged 
the truft committed to them, nor could it be expected other- 
‘ways, when to the plafgs and maps we find the name of Jeffe- 
rys affixed, and to moft of the others, a Grignion and a Canot. 


L 





The Calendar of Flora, Swedifh and Englifh, made in the year 
1755. 8vo. rs. 6d. Dodfley. 


ROM a fhort but polite prefixed addrefs to Lord Vifcount 
ff Barrington, it appears, that we are obliged to Mr. 
tillingfleet for this publication, which may be confidered 1 
an additional proof of his zeal to promote, and of his abili- 
ties to improve, the ftudy of Nature | 


This ingenious Author, in the notes to his former treatl- 
fes $, fpecified the particular days, when certain trees, begat 


* The Writer of the Diary of the fiege of Fort St. Georgi 
t See Review, Vol. XX. p. 321. 
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to leaf; he mentioned alfothe concurrent appearance of fome 
birds ; and took notice of the flowering of fome plants, .as 
they happened (in 1755) to coincide with each other, in this 
mm other countries. The inftances there given were but 
few, as Mr. Stillingfleet * could then find no more parallel 
‘ obfervations, made in other countries, to compare with’ his 
own. Another volume of the Amenitat. Academ. Upfal having 
been fince publifhed, in which is comprehended a treatife 
called, ‘The Calendar of Flora, containing * an Account of 
‘ the leafing, flowering, &c. of a great number of plants, 
¢ as alfo of the departure and return of birds,’ our Author 
has been induced to revife his papers, and thereby to print 
this production ; for which he makes the following judicious 


apology. 


‘ What fignifies whether fuch a plant be in blow, or in 
‘ leaf, at the fame time with fome others; or when fuch a 
‘ bird comes or goes, fings or is filent? If we hear the bird 
‘ fing, and know for what purpofes the plant is ufeful, we 
‘ know all that is neceflary: Every thing beyond that is but 
‘ the wifh, or rather dream of enthufiafm, which wants to 
‘ give an air of imporance to its favourite fubje&t. This per- 
‘ haps may be faid by fome; but the fame way of reafoning 
‘ applied to other things will fhew that it may poffibly be 
‘wrong. For inftance, the fea fwells twice in 24 hours, 
‘ and the moon paffes thro’ the meridian circle as often, in 
‘ the fame time: Now, fhould it be faid, that if we knew 
‘ each of thefe truths feparately, it is enough; and that to 
‘ know farther, what relation, in point of time, one of thefe 
‘ phenomena has to the other, is nothing to the purpofe ; 
‘ I believe fuch an affertion would at this time appear abfurd, 
‘ however it may have pafled in ignorant ages. I think we 
‘ may affert univerfally, that whenever two things, however 
‘ difparate in their nature, conftantly accompany one an- 
‘other, they are both actuated and influenced by the fame 
‘caufe. Now, that caufe may probably operate on other 
* things that lye within the reach of our powers, and depend 
* on our determination. Thus, that conftitution of the air, 
‘ which caufes the cuckow to appear, about the time when 
* the fig tree puts forth its fruit, may indicate the propereft 
‘ feafon to fow fome of our moft ufeful feeds, or do fome 
* other work, which it imports us to do at a right time; and 
‘ that time may not be according to certain calendar days, 
* but according to a hitherto unobferved calendar.’ 


@laving obferved from Hefiod, that agriculture formerly 
‘ was in part regulated by the blowing of plants, and the 
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6 going and coming of birds,’ Mr, Stillingfleet is led into an 
hiftorical deduétion of religious augury, as practifed by the 
ancients, from whence he feems to have adopted the ve 

probable opinion, * That natural augury gave rife to religious 
© augury, and this to arufpicy; as the mind of man makes 
* avery eafy tranfition from a little truth to a great deal of 
§ error.’—— This hiftory of natural and religious aygury, in 
which our Author has. given equal proofs of his learning and 
good fenfe, concludes with remarking, that ¢ the firft was 
¢ fimple, unattended with any of thofe circumftances that are 
¢ apt to roufe the paffions in man; and therefore, tho’ likely 
to prove ufeful, if purfued with proper diligence, fell into 
negle&t. ‘The latter was complicated, applying itfelf to 
fome of the ftrongeft paflions in man; and iki 5, tho’ 
unlikely to a ferious mind, to have the leaft foundation in 
truth, or ever to be ufeful, was encouraged, and adorned 
with all the pomp that a fuperftitious people could invent, 
in honour of a flattering, and therefore favourite art,’ ’ 


anne ann H 


With refpect to the Calendar we fhall only take notice, 
that the Swedifh is taken from the Amenitat. Academ. Upjal; 
and the Englifh from obfervations made by our Author in 
Norfolk: Botl contain the particular times of budding, leaf- 
jng and flowering of trees, plants and flowers ; with the con- 
curring feafons * when birds of paflage come and go. when 
* birds of every kind lay, hatch and moult; when féveral 
¢ kinds of fifhes celebrate their nuptials near the fea: fhore; 
¢ when it is fowing time; when grain flowers, -ripens, &c.’ 
——~—The advantage propofed from continuing and muttiply- 
ing fuch Calendars is ¢ to furnifh materials for direéting pri- 
€ vate ceconomy ; feeing from hence,’ in the opinion of our 
Author, ‘ the times for fowing of feeds, for reaping and 
¢ mowing, and gathering fruits of various kinds might beft 
€ be fettled.’ | 


To thefe two Calendars is added a third, * extracted chief- 
¢ ly from Theophraftus’s hiftory of plants,’ in the introduc- 
tion to which our Author ftrongly recommends the fending 
proper perfons into Greece, in order to furnifh a-Flera’and 
Fauna Attica, not only as a matter of mere curiofity, but 2 
fuch an undertaking, fkillfully conducted, might ferve * to 
€ clear up many paflages in thofe authors, who firft-opened 
¢ that branch of knowledge, (natural hiftory)..as-wellas cat- 
* ried {ome parts of it much further than is generally know), 
¢ or at leaft acknowledged; and from whofe writings much 
© more benefic might ftill be reaped, were they better under- 
flood, efpecially in the medical way. | . ahi 
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This undertaking Mr. Stillingfleet warmly recommends to 
the patronage of the Great at home. ‘ As the Englifh na- 
‘ tion,” fays he, * will have the honour of firft making known 
¢ to the world the true and accurate proportions of the 
¢ Greek archite€ture, fo I hope it is referved for us to bring 
¢ the reft of Europe thoroughly acquainted with the nature 
‘ of the foil, climate, productions, animals, &c. of a coun- 
try, whofe antient glory fo much refembles our own, and 
in a great meafure has been the caufe of it, by furnifhing 
the beft models of good fenfe, tafte, and juft fentiments, 
in every branch of human knowledge.----France, Sweden, 
and Ruffia have fet us examples of this kind; and why this 
great and flourifhing nation fhould not follow them, I-can- 
not fee. We have had our fhare in advancing natural hi- 
ftory, it is true, but hitherto without any public encou- 
ragement.’ 


« 
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We fhall conclude this article with obferving, that our 
Author is no lefs candid than open in his communications : 
Of this the following advertifement, fubjoined to his preface, 
is in fome meafure a proof. ” 


‘ Having faid in my obfervations on grafles, that the an- 
‘ nual poa might be had pure in Suffolk, and finding that 
* many perfons upon that information were defirous to pro- 
* cure it, I think myfelf obliged to declare, that tho’ what 
‘ I then faid was upon good grounds, I have as ftrong rea- 
* fons fince to believe, that it is next to impoffible to procure 
‘it. I have lately feen fome grounds fown with feeds pur- 
‘ chafed from that country, by perfons who had the beft op- 
‘ portunity of being well ferved, in which fcarcely a fingle 
‘ plant of that grafs was to be found; and have at this time 
‘ by me a fample of feeds from a dealer, who was recom- 
* mended to me as the likelieft perfon to f{upply me with what 
* was good; which fample is nothing but a mixture of a few 
‘ bad grafles, and the worft kinds of weeds. 


* It is therefore advifeable for fuch as choofe to lay down 
* their grounds well, rather to fet apart any tolerable piece 
‘ of grafs ground, and preferve the feeds in the common 
* way, than to run the rifque, with great expence and trouble, 
* of fouling their grounds by purchafing feeds ; till fuch time 
* as fome perfon will be at the pains of raifing grafles, and 
‘ collecting feeds, fo that the greateft advantage may be 
* made:of thofe moft-ufeful plants. 


©T muft alfo repeat again what I faid in my notes, but 


‘ which I find has not been fufficiently attended to, viz. that 
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¢ the annual poa will not fucceed, but upon rich found land; 
‘ and that tho’ in fuch places it makes the fineft of turfs, 
© yet as it will die away on other kinds of foil, other grafles 
¢ which will ftand ought to be preferved ; and I believe there 
¢ is fcarcely any tolerable foil, where a good turf may not 
« be procured, if proper grafles be fown.’ 
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Memoirs of Mifs Sidney Bidulph, extraéted from her own Foure 
. nal, and now firft publifbed. 2mo. 3 vol. gs. Dodfley, 


KH ar isthe opinion of a diftinguifhed French Writer, that 





Remance is the lait phyfic that can be adminiftered to a 
corrupt people. Nothing can be more certain, than that a 
nation abforbed in luxury will pay very little regard to fer- 
mons, or profefled treatifes of morality, and that the moft 
probable means for a moral writer to catch the attention of 
thofe who are in moft want of his inftru€tion, is to mix up 
the medicine with fome pleafant vehicle, fo that the patient 
may imbibe the falutary parts without difguft, and enjoy their 
effect without perceiving their operation. 


Two of our countrymen (and only two) have fucceeded in 
this defign. Mr. Richardfon’s works, in particular, confti- 
tute the beft and moft applicable fyftem of morality, for young 
people, that ever appeared in any language. In his hiftory 
of Clariffa, the moft virtuous character is apparently the 
greatcit fufferer ; but notwithftanding that, the moral is ex- 
twmely evident: Clarifla, tho’ feverely perfecuted by her im- 
placable relations, was neverthelefs guilty of a flagrant error 
in putting herfelf into the power of a profeffed libertine ; and 
all her future misfortunes are no more than the natural con- 
fequences of her indifcretion : but, in the Romance now be- 
tore us, the Author feems to have. had no other defign, than 
to draw tears from the reader by diftrefling innocence and vir- 
tue, as much as poffible. Now, tho’ we are not ignorant 
that this may be a true picture of human life, in fome inftan- 
ces, yet, we are of opinion, that fuch reprefentations are by 
no means calculated to encourage and promote Virtue. 


To give our readers a fpecimen of the Author’s manner, 
we fhall tranfcribe a diftin& epifode, which, being a little ro- 
mance of itfelf, will be more entertaining than a general ex- 
tract from the whole, 3 a ign? 


os le. Arvthor Joppored le be ” 
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© We have had a wedding to-day in our neighbourhood. 
Young Main (Patty’s brother) has got-a-very pretty young 
gentlewoman, with a fortune of five thoufand pounds. It 
feems this pair had been fond of each other from their child- 
hood, but the girl’s fortune put her above her lover’s hopes ; 
however, as he has, for a great while, been in very great 
bufinefs, and has the reputation of being better fkilled in 
his profeffion than any one in the country, he was in hopes, 
that his character, his miftrefs’s affeCtion for him, and his 
own conftancy, would have fome little weight with her fa- 
mily. Accordingly he ventured to make his application 
to the young woman’s brother, at whofe difpofal fhe was, 
her father having been dead for fome years; but he was 
rejected with fcorn, and forbid the houfe. 


¢ The girl’s father, it feems, had been an Humourift, and 
left her the fortune under a fevere reftriction ; for, if ever 
fhe married without her brother’s confent, fhe was to lofe 
it; fo that, in that particular inftance of difpofing of -her 
erfon, fhe was never to be her own miftrefs. In the dif- 
pofal of her fortune, however, he did not fo tie her up; 
for after the age of one and twenty, fhe had the power 
of bequeathing her fortune, by will, to whom fhe pleafed. 


‘ The brother, who is avery honeft man, had no motive 
but a regard to his fifter’s intereft, in refufing poor Mr.. 
Main: aman of a good fortune had been propofed for her, 
whom the brother importuned her to accept of; but fhe was 
firm to her firft attachment. 


‘ The young lover found means to convey a letter to his 
miftrefs, in which he told her, that as he was in circum- 
ftances to f{upport her genteelly, if fhe would venture to ac- 
cept of his hand, he would never more beftow a thought 
on her fortune. This propofal the prudent young woman 
declined on her own part, but advifed him to make it to her 
brother, as fhe was not then without fufpicions that he 
wanted to retain her fortune in the family ; and that it was 
only to fave appearances he had propofed a match to her, 
of which he was fure fhe would not accept. But in this 
opinion fhe injured him. She thought however, the expe- 
riment might be of ufe, in giving the better colour to her 
marrying afterwards the man whom fhe loved. 


© But it was an ill-judged attempt, and fucceeded accord- 
ingly ; for, if the brother fhould have given his confent, 
‘ he 
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he could have no pretence for with-holding her portion ; 
ot, if he did fo, by mutual agreement, his motive for ‘de- 
nying his confent before, muit appear too obviouily to be 
a bad one. 


‘ The young people, not confidering this fufficiently, re- 
folved to make the trial ; accordingly Mr. Main wrote to 
the brother a very fubmiffive letter, telling him he would, 
in the moft folemn manner, relinquifh all claim to his fifter’s 
fortune, if he would make him happy by confenting to his 
marriage ; without which, he faid, the young lady’s regard 
for her brother would not fuffer her to take fuch a ftep. 


* This letter had no other effect than that of making the 
brother extremely angry. He fent a fevere meflage to, the 
young man, to acquaint him, that he looked upon his pro- 
poial as a moft injurious affront to his character ; but that 
he was ready to convince him, and every body elfe,. that 
he had no defigns upon his fifter’s fortune, as he would not 
refufe his confent to her marriage with any other man in 
the country but himfelf. This was a thunder-clap to the 
poor lover: he comforted himfelf, however, that-his mif- 
trefs’s heart would determine her in his favour, notwith- 
ftanding the feverity of the brother. : 


¢ There had been, it feems, befides this Gentleman’s not 
thinking Main a fuitable match for his fifter, fome'old fa- 


‘ mily pique between him and Mr. Main’s father. 
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‘ Thefe tranfactions happened fome time before I came to 
the country. Juft about that juncture, the poor girl hap- 
pened to reccive a hurt in her breaft, by falling againft the 
fharp corner of a defk, from a ftool, on which fhe, had 
ftood ip order to reach down a book that was in a little cafe 
over it. This accident threw her intoa fit of illnefs, which 
put a ftop to all correfpondence between her and her lover. 
In this illnefs, a fever, which was her apparent complaint, 
was the only thing to which the Phyfician paid attention, 
and the hurt in her breaft was not enquired after ; fothat, 
by the time fhe was tolerably recovered from the former, 
the latter was difcovered to be in a very dangerous way, 
and required the immediate affiftance of a Surgeon. You 
may be fure poor Main was not the perfon pitched upon to 
attend her; another was called, of lefs fkill, but not fo ob- 
noxious to the family. , : : 


« By this bungler fhe was tortured for near three months 
at the end of which time, through improper treatment, the 
; ¢ malady 
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¢ malady was fo far increafed, that the operator declared the 


breaft muft be taken off, as the only poffible means of. pre- 
ferving her life. , 


¢ The young Gentlewoman’s family were all in the grea- 
teft affliction ; fhe herfelf feemed the only compofed perfun 
amongft them ; fhe appointed the day when fhe was to un- 
dergo this fevere trial of her fortitude ; it was the diftance 
of about a week. The Surgeon objected to the having it 
put off fo long, but fhe was peremptory, and at laft pre- 
vailed. 


‘ On the evening preceding the appointed day, fhe con- 


jured her brother in the moft earneft manner, to. permit 


Mr. Main to be prefent at the operation. ‘The brother was 
unwilling to comply, as he thought it might very much 
difcompofe her; but fhe was fo extremely preffing, that he 
was conftrained to yield. 


‘ The attending Surgeon was confulted on the occafion ; 
who having declared that he had no objection to Mr. Main’s 
being prefent, that young man was fent to. He had been 
quite inconfolable at the accounts he received, at.the dan- 
gerous ftate in which his Miftrefs was, and went with an 
aching heart to her brother’s houfe in the morning. 


¢« He was introduced into her chamber, where he found 
the whole chirurgical apparatus ready. The young woman 
herfelf was in her clofet, but came out in a few minutes, 
with a countenance perfectly ferene. She feated herfelf in 
an elbow chair, and defired fhe might be indulged for a 
quarter of an hour, ‘to fpeak a few words to her brother, 
before they proceeded to their work. Her brother was im- 


mediately called to her; when taking him by the hand, 


fhe requefted him tofit down by her. 


-* You have, faid fhe, been a father to me fince I loft my 


own; I acknowlege your care and your tendernefs of me, 
with gratitude. .I believe your refufal of me to Mr. Main 
was, from no other motive but your defire of. feeing me 
matched to a richer man. I therefore freely forgive you 
that only act in which. you ever exercifed that authority 
my father gave you.over me. My.life, I now. apprehend 
is in imminent danger; the hazard nearly equal, whether 
I do or do not undergo the operation; but as they tell-me 


_ there is achance in my fayour onone fide, 1am determined 


to fubmit to it, 
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‘ I putit off to this day, on account of its being my birth- 
day. I am now one and twenty; and as the confequences 
of what I have to go through may deprive me of the power 
of doing what I intended, I have fpent this morning in 
making my will. You, brother, have an ample fortune ; 
I have no poor relations; I hope, therefore, I fhall ftand 


juftified to the world for having made Mr. Main my heir, 


Saying this, fhe pulled a paper from under her gown, which 
fhe put in her brother’s hand, that he might read it. It 
was her will, wrote by herfelf, regularly fizned, and wit- 
neffed by two fervants of the family. 


‘ Sir, faid fhe, turning to the other Surgeon, as foon as 
my brother is withdrawn, [ am ready for you. You may 
imagine this had various etic¢ts on the different perfons con- 
cerned. ‘The brother, however he might have been dif- 
pleafed at this act of his fifter’s, had too much humanity to 
make any animadverfions on it at thattime. He returned 
the paper to his fifter, and retired. 


¢ Poor Main, who ftood at the back of her chair, from 
his firft coming in, had been endeavouring to fupprefs his 
tears all the time;. but at this proof of his Miftrefs’s ten- 
dernefs and generofity, it was no longer in his power to do 
fo, and they burft from him in the utmoft violence of 
paffion. 


¢ The other Surgeon defired him to compofe himfelf, for 


‘ that they were lofling time, and the Lady would be too 
‘ much ruffled. 
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¢ The heroic young woman, with a fmile, begged of him 
to dry hiseyes: perhaps, faid fhe, I may recover. ‘Then 
fixing herfelf firmly in the chair, fhe pronounced with 
much compofure, ‘* I am ready.” ‘Two maid-fervants 
ftood one at each fide of her, and the Surgeon drew near 
to do his painful work. 


« He had uncovered her bofom, and taken off the dreffings, 
when Mr. Main cafting his eyes at her breaft, begged he 
might have leave to examine it before they proceeded. 
The other Surgeon, with fome indignation, faid, his doing fa 
was only an unneceflary delay ; and had already laid hold-of 
his knife, when Mr. Main having looked at it, faid, he 
was of opinion it might be faved, without endangering the 
Lady’s life. The other, with a contemptuous fmile,’ told 
him he was forry he thought him fo ignorant. of his:pro- 
feffion # and without much ceremony, putting him afide, 

¢ was 
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was about to proceed to the operation; when Mr. Main 
laying hold of him, faid, that he never fhould do it in his 
prefence; adding, with fome warmth, that he would en- 
gage to make a perfect cure of it in a month, without the 
pain or hazard of amputation. : 


‘ The young Lady, who had been an eye-witnefs. of .what 
had patted, for fhe would not fuffer her face to be covered, 
now thought zt proper to interpofe. . She told the, unfeeling 
Operator, that he might be fure fhe would embrace any 
diftant hope of faving herfelf, from the pain, the danger, 
and the lofs fhe muft fuftain, if he purfued the method he 
intended. She was not, however, fo irrefolute, fhe faid, 
as to defire either to avoid or poftpone the operation, if it 
fhould be found neceflary ; but as there was hope given 
her of a cure without it, fhe thought it but reafonable to 
make the experiment; and fhould therefore refer the deci- 
fion of her cafe to a third perfon of {kill in the profeffion, 
by whofe opinion fhe would be determined. 


‘ The two women fervants, who are always profefled ene- 
mies to chirurgical operations, readily joined in her fen- 
timents; ‘and faying it was a mortal fin to cut and hack 
any Chriftian, they made hafte to cover up their young 
Lady again. 3 


‘ The difappointed Surgeon hardly forbore rude language 
to the women; and telling Mr. Main he would make him 
know what it was to traduce the {kill of a Pra&itioner of 
his ftanding, marched off in a violent paffion, faying to his 
Patient, if fhe had a mind to kill herfelf, it was nothing 
to him. 


¢ The modeft young man, delighted to find the cafe of his 
beloved not fo defperate as he had fuppofed it to be, begged 
fhe would permit him to apply fome proper dreffings to the 
afflicted part, and conjuring her to call in the help of the 
ableft Surgeon that could be procured, took his leave. 


‘ The brother ‘of the Lady being apprized of what had 
pafled, loft no time in fending an exprefs to Bath; and by 
a very handfome gratuity, induced a Surgeon of great emi- 
nence to fet out immediately for his houfe, who arrived ear- 
ly the next morning. But in the mean time poor Main had 
like to have paid dear for his fuperior fkill in his profeffion. 
The other Surgeon had no fooner got home, than he fent 
him a challenge, to meet him that ies ina field at fome 
diftance from the town. They met; Main had the good 

* fortune, 
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© fortune, after wounding, to difarm his antagonift, but firft 
« received himfelf a dangerous wound. : 


* This accident was kept from the knowlege of his Mif- 
€ trefs; but, on the arrival of the Surgeon from Bath, as 
© he would not take off the dreflings but in the prefence of 
© the petfon who put them on, it was thought proper that 
© Both Mr. Mainand ‘the other man fhould be fent for. The 
‘ latter was ‘not by ahy means in a condition to attend; but 
< ‘the former, though very ill and feverifh, defired that he 
might be cartied ‘to the houfe. The Bath Surgeon having 
in ‘his atid-the brother’s prefénce, examined the cafe, de- 
Clared it ‘as his opinion, that the complaint might be re- 
moved without amputation; adding, that it was owing to 
Wrong Management, that the grievance ‘had gone fo ‘far, 
Fe confiilted ‘with Main, in the pretence of the family, 
as'to‘his intented method of treating it for the'future; he 
agreed with him ettirély with regard to ‘the propriety of 
it; and having affured the friends of the girl, that he 
thought him a fkilful and ingenious -young man, took his 
leave, being obliged to.return directly home. , 
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«Phe téhimony of this Gentleman, whofe {kill was-un- 
doubted, and whofe impartiality muft be fo ‘too, having 
never {een any of the parties concerned, in his ‘life before, 
wrought 'fo much.on the brother of the Lady, that he-did 
not hefitate to: put his fifter under the care of her-Lovery » 1, 
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©Poor Main, though fearce able to leave his bed for fome.. 
time, ‘was neverthelcfs carried to his Patient every day, at, 
the hazard of his life. “His fkill, his tendernefs, and ‘his . 
affiduity were all exerted in a particular manner, ‘on the... 
‘prefent occafion ; and in‘lefs than five weeks, he had -the 
pleafure to fee his Miftre{s reftored to perfect health. 


¢ The confequence of this incident ~was’vety’ happy‘ ‘for © 
them ‘both; the brother exceedingly pleafed- at his whole’ 
behaviour, told him,” he was an honeft generous Fellow ;)'! 
andfince -he was: convin¢ed it was his.fitter’s-perfon; and | 
not *her' fortune, he -was attached to, he would, ‘with all 
his heart, beftow both on him; and accordingly Mr. Ar- 
nold and I ‘had this: day the fatisfaction of feeing this wor- 
thy:yourg pair united in marriage.’ sue | 
We. had. prepared a few flight criticifms on this perform- 
‘ance; but being aflured that it is the work of a Lady, .we'’ 
fhall “only add, that, in our opinion, itis, upon, the whdle, : 
greatly f{uperior to moft of the produ@tions of her. brother: 


Novelifts. 
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ACCOUNT of FOREIGN BOOKS. 


Hermanni Boerhaave Philofoph. et Med. Doétor. Inftitut, Calleg. 
Praétic. Prof. Se. Se. Praelectiones Academicae de Morbis 
Nervorum, quas ex Auditorum Manufcriptis edi curavit Jaco- 
bus van Eems, Medicus Leydenfis. 12mo, 2vols. Printed 
at Leyden ; imported by Becket and Dehondt. 


TVHE learned Editor of this valuable and curious work, 
extended to eight hundred and fifty pages 12mo, with 
an Index of full fifty more, aflures us, in-a brief and fenfible 
Preface, that he attended thofe Leéctures as a Pupil to the 
great Boerhaave, who delivered them thirty years paft, when 
he committed them, as an Auditor may, to Writing... That 
upon a much later review of them, fince he has been engaged 
in the practice of Phyfic, he could not avoid reflecting onthe 
great, treafure of medical knowlege they contained);.. :this 
made him endeavour to find fome more accurate tranfcript of 
them than his own, which he, undoubtedly, from. his.in- 
creafing knowlege and experience, difcerned to be too«brief 
and inexplicit: when, contrary to his expectation, ariother 
copy, made by the ingenious Dr. Hovius, formerly: his 
fellow Pupil, and now an eminent Phyfician at Amfterdam, 
fell into his hands. ‘This we may fuppofe, from the extent 
of the prefent work, to have been more copious than what 
Dr. Van Eems had taken; as he affirms that a third’copy 
procured from Baron Van Swieten, who was alfo a Difciple 
of Boerhaave’s, was much more contracted. From thefe 
three Manufcripts, however, which agreed in fubftance, 
though they differed in quantity, (as fome of this Profeflor’s 
Scholars would not lofe afingle word, nor even a repetition, 
that came from him) the prefent edition has been publifhed : 
in which the Editor aflures us, that he has always ftriétly’ad- 
hered to Boerhaave’s fenfe and judgment,’ which will’ één- 
ftantly ‘be regarded with attention, ‘by all who have formed a 
juft idea of his chara&ter, and of his extraordinary’ ‘qualifi- 
cations. 


A view. of the whole: Work is. properly premifed .to ‘the 
beginning of the firft volume. . This:is a very judicious 
Syllabus, as it were, of the performance; by which we find 
the firft volume [the fhorteft] after treating generally of the 
Nerves, is employed on‘ difeafes that happen to’ them ‘ahd 
their Membranes; ftrictly as‘ Nerves :» the fecond volume te- 
ind-conyerfant ‘on all thofe Affections and Difeafes which im- 


pair, 
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. Sydenham is faid to have replied ingenuoufly to another 
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pair, difturb, or deftroy the whole fyftem of the Brain, from 
whence the Nerves deduce their origin. 


Having pretty generally, in our account of foreign publi- 


-cations, contented ourfelves with giving the Reader their 


character, and an account of their manner and purpofe,. we 
confider ourfelves as precluded from exhibiting any extraét or 
{pecimen of this truly curious and ufeful performance; nor, 
indeed, would it be eafy, within a fmall compafs, to offer 
fuch as might inftil avery juftidea of the whole. The go 

hy- 
fician, who afked him, why he had never wrote of ot le 
Difeafes, ¢« That'it was, becaufe he did not underftand them,’ 
In fact, the real and precife a€tion and nature of the Nerves, 
and the means by which they become indifpenfably inftru- 
mental; not only to the vita] oeconomy, but to the very Soul 
and its faculties, are ftill fo latent and obfcure, that the phe- 


.momena occurring in many of their morbid affections will, 


perhaps, never be fatisfactorily accounted for among us. Ne- 


_verthelefs, it may be affirmed, that the prefent work, whith 


carries. evident fignatures of the indefatigable induftry, the 
extenfive reading and reficction, the perfect candour, and 
confiderable penetration of the great Boerhaave, bids fair as 


_ a farther introdu€tion to a more adequate conception’ and con- 


fideration of nervous difeafes, and by confequence may lead 
us towards the moft efficacious method of: treating them. 


The beginning of the fecond volume, where, previous,to 
his confidering the difeafes of the Brain, he contemplates it 
as the feat of the Mind, which he here attempts to difplay, 
or, as it were, to analyfe, is particularly curious; though 
often unavoidably fo metaphyfical, as to require much ab- 
Sftra&ted attention. This is fo conduéted notwithftanding, 
and biended with fo much agreeable illuftration, as to prove 
entertaining to all fuch capacious and cultivated Minds as are 
adapted to {peculation. Our Bodies are termed, we think, 
more than once Temples in the facred Writings; and, indéed, 
their interior recefles, the Brain and Nerves, the principal 
refidence of the divine Particle, are fo amazingly modified, 
that the moft competent Inveftigators and Contemplators of 
them, muft be ftruck, in proportion as they penetrate, | with 


ineffable veneration of the fupreme Architect. It isno won-) 


der then, if we find the Author of thefe Lectures often patir 
fing with aftonifhment, as he advances in thefe intricate re- 
fearches and fpeculations; it would be ftrange, indeed, af. it 
were otherwife. Wemuft lament at the fame time, with the 


_ kearned Editor, that Boerhaaye did not put the finifhing 
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touches to thefe Lectures for publication himfelf; which he 
might probably have contracted in fome places ; thouch, upon 
the whole, we imagine, after attentively perufing a large por- 
tion of this work, that it is much more eligible to have It as 
it is, than to have loft it for want of a little more caftigation 
or improvement. kK ay 


L’ Homme définterefe. .2m0. 283 Pages. A Bruxelles. 
1760. eens] 

HIS Writer, however difinterefted he affe&ts to appear, 

moft manifeitly difcovers a {trong partiality to his ow 

country. He magnilies the power of the French, and setae 
their tafte, at the fame time that he endeavours to diminif 

the power of England, and to excite the jealouly of ‘other 
_ Nations againft her. , 


The power of England, according to him, .is of a preca- 
rious nature, as being founded on. Commerce, and the indd- 
lence of other nations, who might ruin her by eftablifhing 
manufactories of their own. England, he fays, factifices 
her very fafety to fupport her Commerce; and for this pur- 
pofe is continually fomenting War againft France,’ becaut 
that kingdom is better fituated, and pofleffed: of more valtablke 
productions. ‘The King likewife, he would make us bélieve, 
inftigates this nation to war, as it augments his power,>by 
jhe dependence which the forces then have upon him only, ~ 


Neverthelefs, he adds, that the expences which the nation 
incurs in time of. war,’ the vaft flects we are obliged to main- 
tain, and the immenfe debts we contraét, muft be attended 
with fatal inconveniences.. Our Commerce, likewife, ‘he 
continues, muft decreafe ;. firft, becaufe our numerous fleets 
do not leave a fufficient number of hands to man the Me?- 
chantmen} fecondly,, becaufe in time of: war the néutral 
Powers become commercial); .arid that the courfe of Con- 
inerce :when once diverted,‘ never returns into its -old 
channel, 


Happily for us, however, experience falfifies this very plau- 
ible ‘theory : ‘for it Is notdrious, that dur Commerce, for in- 
ftanee, inftead of decteafing, ‘has been confiderably eugment- 
ed during the war. “It hut bé ‘cosfeffed, ghee 2k that 
the Writer has, in the foregoing extract, uttered fome truths, 
Which it is nced¥éfs for WS to'point out. Fas eff et ab Hofte 
doceri, - ij 9! er 
Rey. Apr, t. Z This 
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This treatife likewife contains many other refle&ions, well 


worthy the attention of the Englith Reader. His obfervations 


on the tendency of encouraging productions of Juxury.in 
F rance, are too fingular to be omitted. | He goes fo far as.to 
fay, that, the commerce of luxury is peculiarly natural. to 
France, That the magnificence of the Court, the. allure- 
ments 6f the women, the polite and engaging manners, of 
the inhabitants, render them the Standard of Tafte. ‘That 
‘all nations therefore draw the produéts of luxury from that 
kingdom. But he adds, they might eftablifh manufaéo- 
ries among themfelves, if the fathions did not alter; dnd 
‘that therefore the mutability and levity of the French, which 
‘has been fo much the fubjeé of raillery among other ‘nations, 
‘iss in’ fa, a principle of policy. 


Inthe reign of Charles the IId.. he continues, the Englifh 
took to the amount of twenty millions of the prodyéts, of 
Juxury in France. And, he obferves, that they who areac- 
‘quainted with England, and the jealoufy of its inhabitants 
with refpect to Commerce, may judge from thence of what 
confequence luxury is to France. 


He concludes, that it is in vain for England to make fump- 
tuary laws, for that the French fafhions will always reign 
here. . Self-love, fays he, is the motive; for the women 
Ahink that they look handfomer, and have a better air, when 
they are drefled in the French tafte: and the defire of pleaf- 
ing is the chief concern of the fair fex. , 


Though we cannot help fmiling at the vanity. of; this 
Frenchman, in fuppofing that no people in Europe can in- 
vent new and graceful fafhions but thofe of his own country, 
yet, that there is too much truth in his boaft of our fondnefs 
for French modes, the vaft number of French. Milliners, 
Coiffeurs, and Valets abundantly teftify. But though he is 
a juft Hiftorian, we hope he will prove a falfe Prophet, and 
that French fafhions will hot reign here for ever. If the 
‘Britifh Fair have no regard to their country, at Jeaft it is to 
be hoped, they will have fome for their beauty ; which, we 
will venture to fay is far from being improved by a profufion 
of French ornaments, which only ferve to'difguife their fea- 
tures, and deftroy that happy refult which we call character; 
and which, to a fenfible Beholder, is the only powerful at- 
tractive. . at 


To balance thefe melancholy truths, however, we have 
the pleafure to learn from this Frenchman’s,confeflion, af 
What confequence our American conquefts atg.to us, and 
8 . ine what 
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what irrepairable lofs to our enemies. The navigation of the 
North; fayshe, is of the utmoft importance, as it is a Nur- 
fery for Seamen.— The bad fuccefs of the war in 1760, he 
adds, loft usa great part of our northern Colonies. We 
may judge, he continues,,of what infinite advantage they 
were, by the Cod Fifhery, which alone employed forty thou- 
fand people, and which is now greatly decreafed. Bat he 
concludes, that France has {till Colonies fuffi¢ient, if they 
will but apply themfelves to people and improve them. 


He then ,propofes a fcheme for peopling Louifiana, after 
the model of that framed by Lord Hallifax ; and takes notice 
of many advantages which, as he prefumes, Franceshas over 
England, in refpeét to their Colonies. Among other ‘thing's 
he obferves, that our Provincials are not Citizens, and his 
reafon is vety pleafant; it is becaufe they cannot be Members 
of Parliament. In fhort, he takes a great deal of pains to 
difcredit our government in America, and extol that of the 
French. But every one who isacquainted with the two Go- 
vernments muft own, that were the privileges of our Pro- 
vincials pared to a much narrower meafure, they would yet 
greatly exceed the rights and immunities of a French Citi- 
zen, in their fulleft extent. We hope, however, that now 
our Government have it in their power they will fruftrate all 
the projects of France for aggrandizing themfelves in Ame- 
rica. : : 


Upon the whole, neverthelefs, this Writer appears to be 
aman of knowlege and underftanding; and, perhaps, the 
partiality he difcovers, may proceed more from policy and af- 
fection, than from ignorance. R d 
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Art..1.- A compleat Collection of all the Articles and Glax/es 
which relate to the Marine, in the feveral Treaties now {ub- 
Sifting between Great Britain and other Kingdoms and States. 
To which.is prefixed, a Preface, or Introductory Difeourfe 5 
Jhewing the true Force, Extent, Defign, and Meaning of the 
principal Articles in cath Treaty. 8vo. 48. in boards. Whit 
ridge. 


PT TY Girt paragraph of the Preface to this Work will explain 
~ “dhi@ puépert of ‘it, fafficiently for a publication of this nature. 
22 * Several 
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* Several very interefting events in the prefent maritime war, have 
‘ brought clearly before our eyes the importance of the followin 
extracts from the marine Treaties, and mutt needs have convinced 
évery perfon concerned in Commerce and Navigation, of the ne- 
ceflity incumbent on him, to be acquainted with the force and ex- 
tent of the articles contained therein. The ufe of them to the 
Commanders in the royal Navy has been long obferved; fo that 
the Lords of the Admiralty have taken care to print them for that 
purpofe, from time to time, with fuch alterations and additions as 
were made by fucceeding ‘Treaties. -But thefe copies in quarto are 
referved folely for the ufe of fuch Commanders, and diftributed to 
them alone, exclufive of all other perfons whatever. It was pre- 
fumed, therefore, that an edition of them, reduced, as this is, to. 
an eafy price, would be no unacceptable prefent to the. public, 
efpecially as it comes attended with fome remarks, which are con-. 
ceived to be neceffary for the right underftanding of them, and 
which are not to be found in the quarto book.’ 
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Art.2. 4 Word to a Right Honcurable Commoner. 8vo. 
1s. Dixwell. 


Abounds with railing and archnefs, againft the War in Germany. 
The approaching Peace, we hope, will quiet all thefe Grumblers, 


Art. 3. 4 Letter from a Britifh Officer now in Germany 5. con-. 
taining » any interefting Particulars relative ta the Confidera- 
tions. 8vo. 1s. Becket. , 


Eagerly and keenly feconds the views of the Author of the Con/- 
derations on the War in Germany; abufes Prince Ferdinand; and, 
plays the very duce: but this Gentleman too, it is hoped, will be 
quieted bye and bye. 


Art. 4. Letters from Monf. Maubert to the Author of the Con- 


fiderations, &c. 8vo. 1s. Kinnerfley. 


If thefe Letters are not genuine, they are well counterfeited: 
The {mart and animated turn of M. Maubert is well preferved ; and— 


—but, we truft, it is now too late to ealarge on any pamphlets rela- 
tive to the manner of carrying on the War, 


Art. §. Miniferial Influence unconflitutional : Or, the Mifchiefs 
of public Venality. 8vo. 1s. Dodfley. 


There is a great deal of good fenfe in this pamphlet’; though 
we cannot fay that the fentiments are any of them ‘new, Or con- 
veyed with fuch peculiar ftrength and perfpicuity as to make them 
ftriking, though old and familiar. Neverthctefs it is‘not wholly de- 
void of fpirit and energy, as may appear from the following reflec- 
tions on the effects of corruption .on literature: * As a fyftem of 
‘ corruption deftroys the morals, it fheds likewife the nvesPpernicious 
‘ influence on the genius and literatureof a:nation. .\ [flitalents ‘of 
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every kind are in a good meafure cultivated, in proportion. to the 
efteem in which they are held, and the. interelt annexed to thofe 
purfpits, how difcouraging to genius muft a fyftem of venality be, 
that knows no other merit but that of woring?, What efteem, or what 
encouragement could the fons of {cience hope to receive from a ra- 
pacious and money-loving people? Neither virtue or capacity would 
be confidered as the road to di'tinétion and emolument, but elec- 
‘tion, power, and fervile proititution :—Men of a liberakturn would 
‘ difdain to be employed in the vile drudgery of corruption, and fol- 
‘ ly and infamy would fhun the torch of letters ; men would natural 

‘ decline purfuits which they knew to be unprofitable, and betake 
‘ themfelves to more thriving occupations.’ ‘l he writer likewife de- 
{cribes other various il! effects of corruption and minifterial influence, 
and concludes with congratulating his-country on the pleafing pro- 
{pect of deliverance from miniflerial bondage. Upon the whole, 
confidering the fubjeG, it is no {mall degree of merit not to be abfo- 
lutely tirefome on fuch a hackneyed topic. othe 


Art. 6. Occafional Obfervations on a double-titled Paper, about 
the clear Produce of the Civil Lift Revenue, from Mid-fum- 
mer 1727 to Mid-fummer laf?. 8vo. 6d. Cooper, 


Gives an account of minifterial intrigues, with refpeé to pretend. 
ed deficiences and arrears in the civil lift, and expofes a falfe account 
in the printed Journal of 1729, by which the legiflature was reduced 
to enact that there was an arrear of 115,000]. when, as it appears 
by a new account, there was only 91,7721. in arrear. The writer 
enters into a detail of many abufes, with refpeét to the revenue; and 
concludes very juftly with applauding the new fyftem, by which his 
Majefty accepts of 800,000 a year certain, and gives up-the benefit 
of the late civil lift a€t, in not accounting for a ¥ear’s furplus, and 
the benefit of accounting for fictitious deficiences. We hope, that a 
new Parliament will take the public accounts into confideration ; for 
when we confider the opportunities of embezzlemient which have of. 
_ fered, by fuch immenfe fums paffing thro’ the hands of different of- 
ficers, they certainly require the fevereft infpection; and it behoves 
us to take care that our heavy debt be not unneceflarily increafed by 
fraud i ; 
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Art. 7. The Art of Speaking, and holding One's Tongue, in and 
out of Doors ; earnefily recommended at this time to the ferious 


perufal of all Candidates and Eleéiors. 8vo. Is. Seyffert, 


This Gentleman, like many other pretenders, has undertaken to 
teach others what he is yet to learn himfelf. Had he been {killed in 
the art of /peaking, he. would have talked more to the. purpofe ; had 
he known how to have he/d his tongue, he would not have talked at 
all. In fhort, this: is a ftrange mixture of incongruous incoherent, 
matter, which. is ‘eked out by the reprefentations of the board of 
Trade, with refpect to our provincial manufactures, brought in, by 
head and figylders, to fwell this Nothing to the bulk of a {canty 
Z 3 twelve- 
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twelve-penny pamphlet.——A piece of author-craft, very ufeful to 
hard-bound bzrren writers ! a 
Ra 
Art: 8. An nai 4 to the Eleéors HA the City of Canterbury, 
By Thomas Roch, Citizen. 8vo. 6d, Stevens, 


This is a pert, frothy, and petulant attack on feveral gentlemen, 
whoie names Mr. Roch does not fcruple to mention at full length, 


Whether the fads he alledges are true or not, we cannot take upon 


us to determine ; but, we will venture to fay, that his manner of 
-felating them is ridiculous and indecent. The chief end of this 
pamphlet is to inform the Public, that fome perfons were threatened 
to have a b/ack mark fet on them, if they did not vote for particolar 
candidates. This circumftance affords Mr. Roch an opportunity of 
difplaying a great deal of aukward and vulgar wit, which may per. 
haps prove very entertaining to his humble admirers, at a country 
inn, But will never gain him any reputation with the Public. We 
advife Mr. Roch to confine himfelf to his profeflion, to employ his 
pen about his day-book and ledger, and leave the caufe of Freedom 
to the defence of more able advocates. He is indeed a puny cham- 
pion ; and his weak efforts, againft the invaders of Liberty, would 
avail no more than the chattering of a magpye againft the talons of 


an eagle. Ra 
Art. 9. The plain Voice of Peace. By G |; ne 
Gent. born in 1703. 8vo. 1s. Scott. 





The circumftance of the date of our author's nativity, which he 
has fo oddly thrown into his title-page, is an imitation of the adver. 
tifements of Jacob Henriques,~-whofe fchemes for the welfare. of 
worthy Britain have almoft ruined the poor old fchemer, and his /eves 
bleffed daughters into the bargain, ‘This fagacious writer endeavours 
to recommend himfelf to the Public, by pafling for a cou/in of honeft 
Jacob’s—By which, it appears that he would have us conclude, the 
whole family of the Henriques to be crazy. 


Art. 10. Faction detected: or, Five in One, &c. Folia. 64. 
| Cabe. 


_ Relates to the city ele€tion, and may be very edifying ta thofe 
that underftand it. 


Art. 11. Brief Obfervations concerning the Management of the - 
_ War, and the Mean$ to prevent the Ruin of Great Britain: 
. Moft humbly offered ta the Confideration of the Parliament and 

the People thereof. By J: Maffie. 4to. 6d. Quwen. ? 


Brief as thefe obfervations are, we were heartily tired before we 
got to the end of them. Some indeed are juft; and, introduced ina 
manner lefs fantaftical, might engage attention. But the greater part 
of them are highly extravagant and abfurd, and are indeed nothing 
more than the arguments of the Confiderations on the German War 
recapis 
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yecapitulated and outréed, Mr. Maflie is of opinion,‘ that both his 
‘ Prujfian Majefiy, and the innocently-fuffering people of Hanover, 
¢ have more to dread from our army continuing in Gerfhany,’ than 
‘ from fending home and difbanding the’ forces which ‘tompofe ie’ 
By way of Nota dene (no matter how it comes in) he takes occafion 
to commend old Englifh hofpitality ; but who, fays he, * raifed hurti- 
‘ canes, tornadoes, routs, and drums in the city, 


‘¢ To make Bap wives and daughters of coop ones! 


« May, he continues, thefweet tinkling of marrow-bomes and fry- 
¢ ing-pans, the folemn rub-a-dub of /2/?-bones, and the ear-piercing 
€ cat-call, with choral harmony unite to ferenade and charm sucu 
‘ city Dames back again to their Au/Jands."~———~Alas! alas.!, poor 
Maflie! Peace to thee and old Facob! Reft! reft! perturbed {pirits ! 


R~a« 


Art. 12. Eulogium Medicum, /ive Oratio Anniverfari Harve- 
jana; habita in Theatris Collegit Regalis Medicorum Londinen- 
frum, Die XVIII. Oétobris, A. D. 1760.  4to. 45, .Ba- 
ker. 

As it is not our cuftom to give any particular account of thefé an- 
nual Orations, we fhall only add, that the ingenious Dr. Richard 


Brocklefby had the honour of that for the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty, now publifhed, as above. 


MIScELLANEOUS. 


Art. 13. Remarks upon the Trial of Willy Sutton, Ef7; By an 
impartial Byftander. 8vo. 1s. Sibthorpe. 


An injudicious attempt to wafh Mr. S *s character ftill whi- 
ter, than it has been wafhed by the jury who acquitted him at the 
Old Baily. 





Art. 14. The authentic Trial and Memoirs.of. Ifaac Darkin, the 
famous Highwayman, Sc. Fol. 18. Baldwin. 


From thefe memoirs it appears, that Mr. Darkin was a fecond edi- 
tion of Gay's Macheath, and really feemed fond of the character.— 
Query. Whether fuch a performance as the Beggars Opera may. not 
have an unlucky influence upon the minds of fome young Geniufes ? 
The hero of the piece is really an engaging fellow; and what youth 
of {pirit would not wifh to be fo envied by the men, and’ fo admi- 
red by the ladies? 


Art. 15. Explanatory Remarks upon the Third and Fourth Vo- 
ae the Life and Opinions: of Trifiram Shandy ; wherein 
the Wit and Humour of this Piece are cofiaiee and elucidated 
to the Conception of the meaneft Capacity. Vol. Il. By the 
Author of the Firft, 12mo. 1s. Cabe. © 


We need fay no more of this article than to refer our readers to 
Z 4 what 
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what we {aid of the firft part of thefe remarks: See Review,-vol, 
XXL. ps 549. art. 11. aAGoe 


Art!16. The Life and Opinions of Bertram Montfichet, Ef, 
written by bimfelf. amo. 2 Vol. 6s. Seyffert. °°” 


An humble imitation of Triftram Shandy, as the title page imports. 


Art. 17. Some Projects recommended to the Society for the En- 
couragement of Arts, Manufaéiures, aud Commerce. By the 
Infpetor, propefed F. R. S$. Propofed Member of the So. 
cicty for the Encouragement of Arts, &c. 8vo. 64, 
Stevens. | ; 


A metry wag, perfonating Dr. Hill, offers to the Society above. 
mentioned, a icneme for tanning human hides, which he fays. will 
make excelent ‘leather. On this whimfical thought, he expatiates 
with.a eood deal of pleafantry and humour, reminding us of Swift’ 
fchetne for éating the children of the poor. The word propofed, in- 
ferted twice in the title, alludes to the Doftor’s having been propofed 
as a Member of the Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manu- 
fagtutes anid \ommerce, and rejected; to the furprize of many, who 
jafily imagined the Doctor's abiliues might have rendered him a very 
ufefyl member of fuch aSociety. But he had unhappily made him- 
felf many jriva‘e enemies by his public writings, to whofe refent- 
ment his exciufion was undoubsedly owing. 711s a mortifying cir- 
cumitance, that when a man has out-lived his follies, he cannot pro- 
cure them Chriftian burial ! 


Art. 18. The Voter’s Guide, and Candidate's Inftruétor. Being 
a comprehenfive chronological View of all the Laws in Fare, 
relating to the Eleétion of Members for the Britifh Parliament. 
Diftinguifbed under three Claffes; viz. of .Eleciars, Eleéteds 
and Returning X vecte To which are added, the feveral Re- 
folutions of the Honourable Floufe of Commons, with Refpcé ta 
‘the Right of Voting for particular Places: diphabetically di- 
gefted, with an Appendix, containing the Forms of the Oaths 

prefcribed by the feveral Aéis. 8vo. 28. in Boards. Grif- 

fiths, &c. 


This Compilement appears to have been made with care. and ace 
curacy; and, to ufe the Author’s own words, as the Laws for regue 
Jating Elections lie fcattered here and there in many large volumes, 
of which few are‘in poffefion, and many have not an opportunity 
of confulting, the abitract here given may be of great ufe to the pub- 
licin general. In our judgment, however, the Writer might have 
inade it much more perfpicuous, and confequently more u(ctul, had 
he digefted it more analytically with refpe® to the matter, initead of 
confisiny himflf fo fridly to chronological order. ‘Tveating of the 
Bleéted, for inftance; he. fates. the Adis: ef, Parliament chroneves- 

cally 
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cally; beginning with the 5 Rich. If. which ofdains, that ‘ all per- 


« fons fummoned to Parliamect fhail attend or be amerted, &c.” 
Next follows 1 Hen. V. which provides, that § Knights of the Shire 
¢ fhall be fuch only.as are refident in the.Shires they are chofen for 
‘at the day of the Writ, &c.’? By purfaing this regular method 
with refpeét to time, the order is inverted with regard to the fubje&: 
and we are made acquainted with the Duties of the Members with 
relation to their attendance after they are elected, before we are «ina 
frusted as to the requifites previous to their, election, This confufion 
the Author might have avoided, by attanging his matter in the fame 
order as it naturally arifes in the mind. He fhould therefore haye 
treated 1. Of the Qualifications of the Ele&ted. 2. Of their Du- 
ties. 3. Of their Rights and Privileges; and foon. Under each 
head he might have made a chronological deduGtion of the As of 
Parliament, &c. relative to that particular branch: and by this means 
the natura! divifions'‘of the fubject would have been prefented diftin&- 
ly to the mind, without violating Chronology. The other general 
heads likewife, refpeéting Eleétors, &c. might have been analyfed 
into proper divifions, which would have prevented the confufion and 
perplexity occafioned by a fucceflion of paragraphs in which the mat- 
ter is often no way relative or connected. RB d 


Art. 19. Interefting Advices to the Electors of Great Britain; 
With a fericus Addrefs to theClergy. 8vo. 6d. Dilly. 


Serious, fenfible, and folid. 


Art. 20. The Newtenian Syftem of Philofophy adapted to the Ca~ 
pactties of young Gentlemen and Ladies; and familiarized and 
made entertaining by Objecis with which they are intimately 
acquainted. Being the Subftance of Six Leétures read to the 
Lilliputian Society, by Tom Telefcope, A. M. Collected 
and methodized for the Benefit of the Youth of thefe Kingdoms, 
by their old Friend Mr. Newbery in St. Paul’s Church- 
Yard; who has alfo added variety of copper-plate Cuts, to 
illuffrate and confirm the Doétrines advanced. 8vo. 1s, 


bound in Gold-paper. Newbery. 


This is the book advertifed under the title of The Philfophy of 
Tops and Balls; and a very pretty book for Children it is. Pretty 
cli Children too, may read it with improvement, ! 


Art..21. An occafinal Epifile to W- 
6d. Cooke. 


Tn the charafter of a Quaker this Writer attacks Dr. Warburton’s 
affertion, that * he has lived to fee what the Lawgivers have always 
, Kemed to dread, as the certain’ prognoftic of public defolation, 
at fatal crifis when religion hath loft its bold on the minds of a peos 

pe.’ This pofition the pretended Quaker controverts; and vindi- 
Cates the times with fpirit and humour; but rather too much acri- 
mony, 


W—b 








n. 8vo, 
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mony.— Whether this Epiftle was written before or after the Dodier 
was madeé a Bifhop, we are not aflured. tn al 


Art. 22. 4 Dialogue occafioned by Mifs F—d’s Letter toa Pips 
fon of Diftinétion, 8vo, 1s. Cooper. w0 


Lively, and, like many other modern produétions, very little te 
the purpofe. it 


PoETICAL. 


Art. 23. The Rofeiad. By C. Churchill. to. 2s. 6d, 
Flexney. 


A very ingenious but cruel fatire on our prefent fet of Comedians, 
at both Houfes ; whofe feveral defects feem purpofely held forth to 

ublic ridicule, in order to form a ftriking contraft to the excellencies 
of Mr. Garrick: which certainly wanted no fuch foil to fet them 
off. Itis, however, an admirable poem; and deferves to be confi. 
dered, inevery refpeét, as a fecond Dunciad; except that the Au. 
thor’s feverity is more blameable than Mr. Pope’s ; for he had re. 
ceived great provocation from the perfons on whom, in ju sefent. 
ment, he let fall the weight of his fatire; but the Reverend Author 
of the Rofciad could have no perfonal inducement to hurt thele peo. 

le in the eftimation of the public, on whofe favour they entirely 
Sesend for fubfiftence. So wanton an attack, naturally reminds us 
of that on the poor frogs in the fable ! 


Art. 24. Love and Chaftity. A poetical Effay. Occafioned by the 
melancholy Cataftrophe of Mi/s Bell. By Jofeph Andrews, 
Folio. 1s. Williams. 


This Gentleman’s Mufe appears to be very honeft ; and well the 
may, for indeed fhe is very homely. 


Art. 25. n Ode to Criticifm. By a Gentleman of Oxford, 
Fol. 1s. Goniften, Piccadilly. 


The following motto, from Virgil, to this ode, 


Mutemus clypeos, Danaimaque Infignia NoBIs 

Aptemus: dolus, an Virtus, quis in Hofte requirat ? 
may be underftood to fignify, that this Gentleman of Oxford, who 
hangs out their ixfgnia here, has probably been matriculated in 
fome other Univerfity. It may alfo, tho lefs direétly, be extended 
into an acknowledgement, that this anonymous and poetical Ode 
was partly wrote asa fatyrical imitation of the manner of another 
Poet ; and, by our Author’s printing many alliterations, which jhe 
often introduces, emphatically, it feems not difficult to conjecture)4t 
whom his fatire and his ridiculing parody are chiefly pointed.) It 
plainly avows, however, that he is at war with fome poetical 
ther, which manifeftly tends to difcover him, in fpite of his shift. 
ing. . Bh, 
3 In 
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In the mean time, the critici/m, which our bard accofts here, tho’ 
by this word at firlt #rue judgment was certainly meant, is fa//e criti- 
cfm; whether founded. in esror, prejudice or envy, or from any 
combination of them; and not,a generous well-informed judgment 
or difcernment of writing, whether fuch judgment terminates in ap- 
proving or condemning: 1, as each fentence may be equally juft in 
refpect of different writings, We are very clear our poetical writer 
need not be informed of this diftin€tion ; and, it is equally plain, he 
is for referving right criticifm to himfelf, and perhaps a few of his 
fele&t admirers, while he compliments us with the falfe, ip his fifth 
ftanza. 

Hear then, O hear my fond requeft, 
Whether, in poor Verona’s haplefs ftate, 
Thou mourn’ft thy ScaticEr’s neglected fate, 
With anguifh-laden breaft ; 
Or, with rapture, lov’ft to view 
Sourly fmiling each * Review ; 
Quickly hafte to my embraces, 
Come, O come, in all thy graces, 
Where tuneful Oxford bails thy juf? domain ; 
Where, at thy fhrine, attend her delegated train, 


The defcription and drefs of perfonated criticifm is alfo employed 
to mimic and ridicule fome of his hoftile bard’s frequent dealings ia 
alliteration, in the following verfes : 

Thou, a flver-flipper’d Nymph, ~ 
Lightly. tread’ft the dimply lymph, 
With dank fedge thy trefles wreathing, 
Modulated meafures breathing ; 
A coral crown thy bright brow binds, I ween, 
And down devolves thy weeping flole of gloffy green. 
When /winging flow with fweepy /wayome 
Let me fhare thy /weetef /lumbers. 
We have had more than one occafion of delivering our own fenti- 








“ments on this poetical circumftance. If the Poet, who is fneer’d at 


here, confiders allitcrations as a capital beauty, or his fatiriit as 2 
capital crime, true Criticifm will cenfure beth as wrong: Propriety 
and apt expreflion fhould never be facrificed to introduce or to avoid 
it. In faét, -a ferious altercation about it would be contending, as 


‘Horace fays, de lana caprina, about. a lock of goat's. wool..; How- 


ever, that our ingenious Poet himfelf is not over-run with candour, 
that leait unpardonable deviation from ‘criticifm, is evident from the 
flanzas he has employed ma promifcuous, indifcriminate condemna- 
tion of the poems fromthe Univerfities, on two late public occafions. 
Thefe, we should think, ‘would rather have difpofed an. excellent 


“jadge, all circumftances *confidered,. if. he-did-err, 0 err.on the fide 


of lenity. The cenfure is contained:in the ath and 12th ftanzas, 


‘to which we refer. 


_ Having rendered juitice:to this Gentleman's moderate poetical me- 
Fit, in fpight of his impeaching our criticifm, which has been far 


* Rhymes! to make a reader fpew! 


from 
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from giving us the fpleen, we fhould be unjuft, an the other hang 
mot to obferve, that he is fometimes obfcute, and not always cong. 
ftent—But for this we may be termed dull perhaps, and be deemed 
inadequate to the full relifh of a cloud-capt Ode. This may bes and 
we have outlived itill feverer im putations. . ; K y 


Art. 26. An Effay on Immorality, in three parts, to. 25, 
a 6d. Hart, Wilcox, &c. 


The fpirit of piety and virtue, that breathes throughout the whole 
of this pe:formance, and {peaks the amiable difpofition of. its author, 
is fufficient to recommend it to the perufal of every well-difpafed 
mind; the inicntion of it being, in his own words, to ferve the no- 
bleft inteyelts of mankind, by an honeft {ketch of fome of thofe crimes 
which are hateful to God, and confequently the mott certain bar ,to 
the happinefs of his creatures. As to its poetical merit, of which we 
fay nothing, the reader will judge for hirfelf, by the following fhort 
fpecimen, in the author’s invocation to his Mufe, and general intj. 
mation of his defign. 

Come then, thou facred Mufe! whofe fov’reign art 
At once can ftrike the ear, and mend the heart, 
?Tis Virtue calls, thy kind afliftance lend, 
Of falling Truth and Reafon be the friend. 
No coitly tints I afk, no fragrant flow’rs, 
J paint not Beauty, in her rofeat bow’rs, 
Or to thofe lofty feats wou’d lift my lays, 
Where Phebus fhines, and Poct® pilfer praife. > 
In Fancy’s radiant realms let others foar, 
Whilft 1 the track of reai life explore ; 
Thofe fatal paths which heedlefs morials tread, 
Where Vice difgufiful rears her fnaky head, 
And honeft Satire lifts her iron rod, 
To awe the foes of Nature, and of Gon. 


* 


K-n& 
Art. 27. Rome Preferved: A Tragedy. Treanflated from the 
French of M. Voltaire. 8vo. 1s.6d, Curtis. 


Should this tranflator, as he dares call himfelf, be capitally indiéted 
in the Mufe’s high court of Juftice, there is not the leaft room 10 
doubt, but he would be found guilty of wilful murder. ——The Ark 
nine lines are fufficient evidence againft him. 


CaTILiINE. 

Rais’d by a rabble vile to pow’r fupreme, 
Proud Orator, expeci thy fudden fall ; 
Cato, thou rigid, thou prefumptuons Stoic, 
Thy age’s foe, and peft of human kind, 
Thy ruin is decreed, thy hour’s at hand. 


Senate of tyrants, who enflave the world, seal 


Your tombs are open’d, and your chains prepar’d. | « 


Imperious 
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Imperious Pompey, with thy hated blood, - 
Fain would I quench thy glories Jame ufurp’d. 


Of all pretenders to literature, our common tranflators are firely 
the vile! O that the prefs-gangs had but {wept ’em into Gerniany ? 


RELIGIOUS. L 
Art. 28. 4n Effay on the Refurreétion. Shewing the Abfurdity 


of the reigning Interpretation put upon ‘Fob’s famous Text, 

XIX. 25, 26. Being a Specimen of a new /Fork \iutiiled 

RevELATION: Propofed to be publifhed by Subfcription *. 

Wrote from and upon the Principles of Vifiaus and digjue 

Revelation. By a Gentleman of the, Law. -8vo..iuk Se 

Noble. 

How tuis Gentleman of the law Aappene? to turn bis bead from 
the ftudy of his original profeffion, to that of divinity ;. and, im 
confequence thereof, to the writing of vifions and (what he calls) di- 
vine revelations ; we cannot pretend to fay.—‘The interpretation 
put by our Author on the text in queftion, is no other than that 
given in the margin of our prefent tranflation, which ed f inJ 
reads ‘ out of my fleth fhall I fee God."—From henct he takes oc- 
cafion to deny the refurre€tion of the dody, which (as he elegantly 
expreffes it, p. 14.) * from the fentence pronounced upon it, does 
‘ unavoidably terminate in duft, withopt any diflinétion from that of 
‘a cart-whee!, to that wherewith all nature is cloathed, and which 
‘in the end will be indifcriminately diffolved into its firft original 
‘ nothing’——-—‘ Concordant with this interpretation it is, that St. 
‘Paul, in his moit excellent difcourfe to the Corinthians, « Cor. 
‘XV. hath laid down this certairi and invariable truth, ** that flefh 
“and blood cannot enfer or inherit the kingdom of beaven. Nei- 
“ ther caz corruption inherit incorruption.” p. 15. } There- 
fore—‘ certain it 1s, that from the affured knowlege Job had of 
‘ this matter, he clearly underftood, and fo intended to inform man- 
‘kind, that the natural body of man, whofe foundation is. iu the 
‘duit, fhould be deftroyed ; neve:thelefs out of his flefh fhoujd he 
‘ fee God, and though Job might not have been Jo comprehenfive of 
‘the manner as the Apoftle was, yet with no lefS knowlege and 
‘affurance doth he avouch his teftimony, than St, Paul whieh he 
‘tells the Corinthians, not only the manner, but. with refpeét. te 
‘himfelf, how he fhall fee God, and that is in, a fpiritual. body? 
‘p16. ‘ Is ic not [then] a violent conftraint laid upon the 
‘law of nature, and doth not man arrogate to himfelf the greatelt 
‘aad vaineft of prefumptions when he ularps a conclu/iwe right com; 
‘ palfively to claim a compuliwe and condu/ive expeGation of a gene- 
‘raland univerfal reltitution of man in a ftate of matter, When the 
‘voice of God hath fo (exprefively affared him, that all the vifible 
‘world and every particle of matter fhall’ be diffolved ?"—As the 
Author talks much of * wifsons, and fpecial revelation ,’ and fays ex. 








* In two Volames Ofavo. 
t Whoever compares this quotation with 2 Cor xv. 59. will find that our 
Author is not oyer and above exa&, in his manner of quoting paflages of Scrip- 
tare j though controveriial Writers, at leaft, fhould always be remarkably jo. 


prefly, 
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prefly, bets. of his addrefs to the Public, at the end of the pam, 
phlet; that ‘* she gift of heaven is his peculiar claim,” we Gd no 
chufe barely to characterize his prefent fpecimen, but rather to’pive 
fach extracts from it, in his own peculiar words, as might ebiivey ; 
truevidea of his abilities for ushering in fill farther revelations, 1 
« the Public, whofe alarm no doubt cannot be expeéted, othertways 
* than great, were it only.from the influence of {0 magnificent'a de. 
Mi fign, appearing in the propofals,’——=See his addrefS. to the’ Py. 
» Pe Qe. ka 
Art. 29. An Addrefs to the Right Hon. —, with joey 
Letters to the D-— of > from the (,~—~2 cna , 
in Vindication of her Conduct, on being charged with M¥v¥Ho- 
pismM. 8vo. 6d. Sandby. ) 


From what hand thefe Letters came, or. from what originals they 
are copied, we are not enabled to fay, or even (for our private fatif. 
faftion) to guefs. All we fhall, therefore, mention concerning them, 
as well as the addre/s that precedes, them, is, that they contain.ade. 
fence of religious condu&, and a°cenfure of Methodifm. In a Word, 
we muft obferve, that there are os excellent things in this pam- 
phlet, altho’ we cannot fubfcribe to the whole. ‘The following ani- 
madverfions on the Methodifts may ferve as a fpecimen. 

« The experience which this nation has had of the great hurt that 
« may arife from itinerant preachers—from fetting at nought the efta- 
¢ blifhment of inftru¢tors qualified to be fuch, by the previous due 
* inftruétion they have for many years received—from every one 
claiming a licence to be a public preacher, who thinks his afuranee 
* to be the gift, and his non/enfe the di@ates of the Holy Ghot— 
© This is addreffed to you by one fo far from being indifferent to 
a general reformation, that he thinks nothing on earth could give 
him a greater pleafure than to fee it take place, except his bein 
himfelf inftrumental towards it.—But whilft he is fully. perfuad 
that wherever there are juft notions of religion, there willbe an 
endeavour to promote its influence; he is at the fame. time fully 
convinced, that the zeal for promoting it ought to be regulated by 
an‘humility, charity, and difcretion, in which it is too frequently 
deficient: He knows from the hiftory of this nation, that.there has 
not been, for fome centuries, lefs true piety in it, than when there 
was moft preaching—That when we abounded in teachers, had 
them'in all places, and of all orders of men,’ from the Lord:Pro- 
tector to the Cobler, we had little of the knowledge of Chriftia- 
nity, and lefs of its temper.—He fees the bad effects of /Taber- 
nacle and field inftruftors; in the numbers of illiterate people,» who 
now regard themfelves as commiffionéd to be public teachers; 
to preach that gofpel which they can hardly read: He has had a0 
opportunity of obferving how far they, who treat good morals as 
a low attainment, are from having made it; and that they who deal 
moft in.the /anguage of the Saints, do by no means pay the 
conformity to their praftice. It is his concern’ for the inte 
religion, which folely occafions his application to:yqu : He 1s cer 
tain that you have the awz//, and he believes you, might have the 
fower to ferve it eminently; nor-can he: but think, that,you: 

* be much more capable of ferving it by avoiding all correlpontet 











en ee er re ee ee ee | 


























RELIGIOUS. a8z 


with the Methodift Teachers, than by Javing any.———<Were you 
é to avoid it—you would act the fame. part with fevetal of diftin- 
« guifhed picty and fan€tity—you would not be deprived of any in- 
«formation, whith ‘ould contribute to-your progre(s in virtue++you 





“« might, in your own refle@ions, in books, or in’ your ‘converting 


¢ with your more ferious acquaintance, find every excitement to’an 


« holy and ufeful life, which coald be of force to engage you im it— 
© you would give offence to none—you would afford no ground of 


‘ cenfure—you would lofe no dpportunity of doing good—your cén- 
« duét would not be thought lefs exemplary, nor your advice, on,an 
‘ occafion, be of lefs weight.—-You would not with lef: authotity 
« interpofe in the behalf of religion and virtue, nor find that y ur 
‘ endeavours to ferve them, were thereby, inany degtee, obitructed. 
‘ On the other hand, if you were'to attend the Methodifts: mect- 
‘ ings—-you would.do a thing offenfive, as has been already obfer- 
‘ ved, to many’ the moft ferious Chriftians, what they judge to be 


«wrong, and, as being fo, decline it.—You would countenance a 


« practice which cgntributes to egcreafe our, unhappy divifions, which 
‘ occafions great numbers to abient themfelves from their parifh 


churches, which encourages defigning men to. feek: followers by 


‘ pretences, that, in truth, they folely fupport by their. own impu- 
‘ dence, and their hearers folly and credulity—you would be unable 
‘ to do that fervice to religion, which, in your flation, and with your 
* abilities, you certainly might do—The luftre of your virtue would 
‘be obfcured—an example which, otherways, all would admire, 
« many would think it even their praife, that they do not imitate.-— 
* Accuftomed to hear fuperficial reafoning, Scripture and rant inter- 
* mixed, morality depreciated, the worth of inftrumental duties mag- 
‘ nified, our confidence made the teft of our fafety, the influence of 
* the Holy Ghof not afcertained by its fruits, the favour of God 
* not annexed to a pure heart and right praétice, but to I know not 


“what enthufiaftic affurance and fanatical rapture: By, being accu- 


* ftomed, I fay, to hear thefe things, a wrong turn of mind, is con- 
* trated, which has often the unhappieft effe&{ upon our, manners, 
“and reconciles us to aétions, which the bare diétates of reafon teach 
‘us to abhor. Oliver Cromwell was, I believe, very fincere in 
* his firft profeifions of religion ; but when he had learned to have a 
* low efteem of virtue, and to. feparate it from gracem-when he had 
‘learned the wide difference between the reprobate and the ekea@— 
* that what would be highly criminal in the oze, would not be at all 
* fo in the other ; he-calmly went all thofe lengths of guilt to which 
* he could be tempted by an unbounded ambition. The duty 








“Of a Chriftian is by Chrif himfelf exprefled in'a hort Jentence, and 


* that the very plaineft: Lowe God with all your heart, foul, and 
“‘frength, and your neighbour as yourfelf; on thefe two commandments 
“bang all the daw and the prophets.’ 


Art. 30. The. real Unjon of Chrift and his Church confidered, and 
réfcued from the grofs Maifreprefentations of that Subject by 
Mr, Fames Relly,'in. bis late Treatife, called Union *. —12m0., 
Is. Keith. 

Though the Writer-before us has’ not the moft agreeable manner 
of conveying his fentiments tothe Reader, yet he is certainly right 
in his affertion, p. 8, that—* the Scripture account of redempiion 

* For an account of this piece, fee Jan. Review, p. 87. 
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< is quite different, from Mr. Relly’s: there + we are told, that af. 
« though Chrift is the head of his body the Church, yet fuch’ jg the 
« nature of the union, that he ftill remains in his own perfon ‘the 
« finlefs, {potlefs head; that he shat knew no fin was made fin fo 

us, 2 Cor. V. 21. that our perfons ftill remain fo diftin&, ‘as that 
© the Mefiah was cut off but not for himfelf, Dan. ix. 26, that he 
* was a furety, Heb. vii. 22. that he was the ju/? one, and, as fuch, 
* fuffered for the unjuft, that he might Sring us to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18% 
From thefe, and many other texts, of the like import, he fuffici. 
ently proves, (againft Mr. Relly) that—* no fuch union fubfifts be- 
* tween Chrift and his Church, as prevents the innocent Head faf. 
* fering for the guilty members.’ P 


Art. 31. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of St. Alban's Apch- 
deaconry, at a Vifitation, April. 24. 1760. By James Ib- 
betfon, D. D. Archdeacon of St. Alban’s. 4to. 6d, 
Whitton. 


The charge before us, like a former one of Dr. Ibbetfon’st, is upop 
the important fubject of the refidence of the clergy; which he in- 
forces with fuch arguments as appear to him moff likely to fapport 
the authority of the Ordinary to compel obedience in that refped, 
notwithftanding the many exemptions which have beca raifed up 
the foundation of the a&s of 21 and 28. Hen. VIJI.—But though the 
worthy Doétor is fo ftrenuous in fupport of refidence, yet he appears, 
at aft, to be no enemy to what fome have thought the greateft ob- 
fiacle to it, viz. Pluralities. Thefe, he thinks, in the prefent. flate 
of the church, are not only convenient, but neceflary to its decent 
fupport, and fully defenfible; ‘ the canonical obligation of refidence 
‘ remaining entire.’—For, as he goes on,—‘ A worthy Pluralift may 
* divide his labours. very fuccefsfully: he may diftribute the bread 
* of life in fach manner, that they who have leaft may have no 
“ lack.’—* And it is certainly, [he affirms] more for the interehaf 
* religion, that many worthy. men ferve two churches and divide 
© their labours between them, than that diftin& clerks fhould be al 
* lofted to many fingle benefices, whofe fcandalous provifions are foo 
‘apt to make fcandalous incumbents, which is one of the greateft 
* misfortunes of our church.’ | , 
- From this laf fentence, it fhould feem as if the Pluraliffs here. de 
fended, were meant to be confined to one incumbent’s ferving two 
neighbouring churches, neither of which alone could well fupporta 
refident minifter of its own. If this be really the Doétor’s meanings 
we moft heartily concur in his opinion; though, at the fame time 
we cannot help exprefling our thorough difapprobation_ of one man’s 
holding a plurality of fuch valuable livings as might be pointed outs 
or even of fuch fmall ones, as ‘lie at too great a diftance from each 
other to be ferved together; and where; of confequence, the poof 
incumbent is obliged to fhare his pittance with a ftil. poorer fubii- 
tute,—A practice this, too common! and which, in fa@,. infeead 
of promoting the intereft of either, really tends to diftrefs them - 

th. ! 


+ Not in Mr. Relly’s account, as the conftruction.of the fentence feems t? 
imply, but in the Scriptures, to which there muft be made to refer, as the ' 
means of preventing the Author’s contradi¢ting himfelf.—Want of precifian 
appeass in too many other inftances, befides this, to admit of their being all eau 
merated, ) : Pp 
f Sec Review, Vol, XXII, p. 264. | 





